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Convention Board 
Director For Gulfshore 


Published Since 1877 


The Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board elected new officers, selected 
its Executive Committee, and named 
a new manager for Gulfshore Assem- 
bly during its post-convention meeting 
last week in Jackson. 

R. Raymond Lloyd, pastor of First 
Church, Starkville, was elected presi- 
dent of the Convention Board. He suc- 
ceeds Gene Triggs, a layman from 
Yazoo City. 


The new vice - president of the board 
is Clark McMurray, pastor of First 
Church of Pascagoula. He follows 
John Lee Taylor, pastor of First 
Church, Grenada. 

Elected the new secretary of the 
board was Roy Myers, pastor of Mt. 
Zion Church at Independence. He fol- 
lows Tom Hudson, pastor of Oak 
Forest Church in Jackson. 

The new manager for Gulfshore will 


be Frank G. Ramana: Jr., now ac- 
tivities director at Harrisburg Church 
in Tupelo. He will move into his new 
responsibilities on Jan. 1. 

« Chosen by the Convention Board to 


serve on the Executive Committee’ © 


were John Causey, pastor of First” 
Church, Corinth; James Hurt, pastor © 
of Immanual Church, Cleveland; Mrs. 
Charles Tyler of Collins; James 


Street, pastor of First Church, Wig-* 


P. A. Michel, standing center at end of table, pastor of First 
Church, Brookhaven, was elected chairman of the Mississippi 
Baptist Convention Board Executive Committee last week. 
Mrs. Charles Tyler, to his left, of Collins was elected vice- 
chairman. Mrs. Larry Otis of Tupelo, to his right, was re- 
elected secretary. Ear! Kelly, executive secretary of the Con- 
vention Board, sits at the end of the table. Members of the 


town. 


Executive Committee who were present, from left to right, 
were James Street, Wiggins; William Webb, Meridian; Clark 
McMurray, Pascagoula; Brooks Wester, Hattiesburg; Roy 
Myers, Independence; Robert Hamblin, Tupelo; James Yates, 
Yazoo City; James Hurt, Cleveland; John Causey, Corinth; 
Glenn Perry, Philadelphia; and Raymond Lioyd, Starkville. 
Notpresent were Frank Pollard, Jackson; and Mel Craft, Tyler- 


Former Seminary Students 


May Owe As Much As $2 Million 


By Tim Nicholas 

As many as 400 students who re- 
ceived veterans’ benefits while attend- 
ing Mississippi Baptist Seminary in 
Jackson, are being assessed for the 
total amount paid to them. 

This amount could total over $2 mill- 
ion, according to Merlyn Cook, assis- 
tant director of the Veterans’ Center in 
Jackson, in charge of the regional of- 
fice which handles all non-medical 
veterans’ benefits. 

The VA office withdrew benefits to 
students at the school last fall after an 
audit found students receiving be- 
nefits who were less than full time stu- 
dents. Only full time students — those 
attending 25 clock hours per week — at 
the seminary were authorized to re- 
ceive benefits. 

A check with degree-granting in- 
stitutions in the Jackson area indi- 
cated that only 12 clock hours per week 
were required for full time veteran's 
benefits. Mississippi Baptist Semi- 
nary is considered non-degree grant- 
ing. 

Cook said that the students were cer- 
tifying they were going full time and 
the school was countersigning the cer- 
tifications. 

Cook said that the seminary had a 
record with his office as “‘a problem 
school. 

“I don’t say this to malign them, 
they just couldn't get accurate records 
to us,"’ he said. 

After veterans’ benefits were with- 
drawn in the fall of 1976 during the in- 
vestigation, student enrollment drop- 
ped from over 400 to only 50 at the 


Prayer For 
Rhodesia 
Asked 


BULAWAYO, Rhodesia (BP) — 
Baptists in Rhodesia and Southern 
Baptist missionaries serving there 
are asking Southern Baptists in the 
United States to join them in special 
prayer for Rhodesia. Currently, 
Rhodesia is experiencing internal 
Conflict between different tribal 
groups and the Rhodesian govern- 
ment over the question of majority 
rule. Also, immigration and visa 
procedures have been tightened re- 
cently with a Southern Baptist vol- 
unteer couple being denied entry 
permits. Several missionary per- 
sonnel are awaiting final decisions 
on the granting of their entry per- 
“mits. ; 


Jackson campus. 

The Mississippi Baptist Seminary 
has no organizational union with the 
Mississippi Convention. It is owned 
and operated by a biracial board of 
trustees, nine of which are elected by 
the Mississippi Baptist Convention, 
and nine by the National (black) Bap- 
tist conventions in the state. 

Salaries of the racially mixed fa- 
culty are paid by the Mississippi Bap- 
tist Convention and the Southern Bap- 
tist Home Missjon Board. President of 
the seminary, T. B. Brown, is cur- 
rently hospitalized from a severe 
stroke. Richard Brogan, director of 
the Department of Cooperative Minis- 
tries with National Baptists on the 
Mississippi Baptist Convention Board 
staff, has served as an assistant to 
Brown, promoting the seminary in the 
white community, 

Brogan reported that the veterans’ 
benefits did not go to the school, they 
went directly to students, and that 
total registration income from the 
1976-75 year when the most veterans 
were enrolled, was only $30,000. 

Though Brogan has not been in- 
volved adminstratively with the 
school, he believes the seminary was 
not totally at fault with the poor record 
keeping. He reported that when the 
seminary dropped a person from the 
benefits rolls, the VA would take sev- 
eral months to stop giving checks to 
that individual. ‘That would include a 


lot of that $2 million,” said Brogan. 

Trustees of the seminary are ex- 
pected to meet Dec. 9, at the campus in 
Jackson. 

In addition to the Jackson campus, 
Mississippi Baptist Seminary oper- 
ates 17 seminary centers around the 
state with an enrollment of over 700. 
Students at these centers were never 
eligible for veterans’ benefits. 


Magee Men To 
Buy Bricks For 
Salt Lake Church 


The Baptist Men of First Church, 
Magee have voted to sponsor two 
short-term mission projects — suits 
for Montana and bricks for Salt Lake 
City. 

Designated gifts will be used to help 
buy bricks for a new church in Salt 
Lake City. It will cost $400 to buy 
bricks and have them laid. This wa 
the’minimum goal adopted. 

A $100 check was sent to the Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention Board to buy 
a suit for a pioneer mission pastor in 
Montana, -at Christmas. (First 
Church,’ Magee, Oliver Ladnier, pas- 
tor, has participated in this suit prog- 
ram since its inception several years 
ago.) 


Village Announces 
Christmas Sparkles 


On Friday and Saturday evenings, 
Dec. 9 and 10, the Department of Music 
at The Baptist Children’s Village will 
stage the 13th anniversary production 
of “Christmas Sparkles at the Vil- 
lage.” Jan Nix is director of music on 
the Village staff. 

“Christmas Sparkles” has become a 
holiday tradition in Jackson. Audi- 
ences approaching 4,000 persons have 
been reported at the 1972-1976 perfor- 
mances. 

The 1977 performances will include 
combined choirs from the Village’s 
Department of Music aggregating 130 
boys and girls, ranging in age from 5 to 
18. “The .” a choral ensem- 
ble, will be featured. 

This year’s production will be pre- 
sented at 7:30p.m., on December 9 and 
10, in Hester Activities Building on the 


campus of The Baptist ‘s Vil- 
lage. . 
Half of each evening's entertain- 


ment will be devoted to sacred music 
of the season, with the remaining half 
constituting a gala show — popular 
Christmas tunes, skits and sketches 
and novelty numbers. 


Customarily. billed as a ‘Choral 
Christmas Card’ from the Village 
children to their friends and suppor- 
ters, no admission is-charged for the 


performance, oe ee? axesise yaad 
has been invited. 


The administration. at The Chil- 
dren's Village has announced 
adequate seating and improved sound. 


Music, including choral music, is 
employed at the Village as an or- 
ganized full-time department of 
therapy to the neglected and’ depen- 
dent boys and girls in custodial care. 


The Village and its children have 
been a part of the Jackson scene since 
May, 1897. 
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Volume CI, Number 44 


lects 


: 


Frank Simmons, Jr. 


gins; Frank Pollard, pastor of First 
Church, Jackson; William Webb, pas- 
tor of Midway Church at Meridian; 
Brooks Wester, pastor of First Church, 
Hattiesburg; Mrs. Larry Otis of 
Tupelo; P. A. Michel, pastor of First 
Church, Brookhaven; Glenn Perry, 
layman of Philadelphia; Mel Craft, 
pastor of Tylertown Church, Tyler- 
town; and James F. Yates, pastor of 
First Church, Yazoo City. 

Michel was elected chairman of the 
Executive Committee, and Mrs. Tyler 
was named vice-chairman. They fol- 
low Hurt and Lloyd. Mrs. Otis was re- 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Four of the 24 missionaries appointed Nov. 8 to the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board have Mississippi ties. They are (from left) Donald and Patricia 
Pirkle, assigned to Gaza, and Jerry and Joyce Spires, to Malawi. (FMB photo by 


Jim Legg) 


Pirkles 


The Pirkles were assigned to Gaza, 
where he will work as a physio- 
therapist. Presently they are students 
at the New Orleans (La.) Baptist 
‘Theological Seminary. 

A native of Sycamore, Ga., Pirkle 
received the associate of arts degree 
from Norman College, Norman Park, 
Ga.; the bachelor of science degree 
from Mississippi College, Clinton; and 
another bachelor of science degree 
from Medical College of Georgia, Au- 


gusta. 
While a student at Mississippi Col- 
lege, he was music director at South- 
side Baptist Church in Yazoo City. 
While serving in the U.S. Navy he was 
stationed in Newport, R. I., Pearl Har- 
bor, Hawaii, and Charleston, S.C. 
Later he became a research assis- 
tant at Medical College of Georgia, 
and then worked in Troy, Ala., at Edge 
Hospital. Pirkle also was employed at 
Colbert County Hospital in Sheffield, 
Ala., while the couple lived in nearby 
Tuscumbia. 
The former Patricia Ard, Mrs. 
a (Continued on page 6) 


Intoxication Test 


me 


A bill to provide for thé Suspetision of 
driving privileges for any person who 
refuses to submit to chemical testing 
for determination of intoxication after 
-being lawfully arrested for driving 
under the influence of intoxicating 


* liquor will be submitted in the Senate 


and the House of the Mississippi Legis- 
lature next year. 

Involved in submitting the bill will 
be Senator Dan Moore of Mantachie 
and Representative Wayne Burkes of 
Hinds County. 

The bill would amend Sections 63- 
11-21, 63-11-33, 63-11-35, and 63-11-39 of 
the Mississippi Code of 1972. 

Section 63-11-21 would provide that a 
person who had been arrested and who 
refuses to submit to a chemical test 
would forfeit his driver’s license for 90 
days. 

Section 63-11-33 provides that the 
license of a person who has been con- 
victed of driving while under the influ- 
ence of intoxicating liquor will be re- 
voked for a year, and it also would pro- 
vide for a jail term of 10 days to one 
year or.a fine of $250 to $1,000 or both. 

Section 63-11-35 would make the 
same provisions for handling those 
convicted of driving while intoxicated. 

Section 63-11-39 would establish the 
weight of liquor in the blood to deter- 
mine being under the influence of into- 

icating liquor and being intoxicated. 
A person with .07 percent alcohol in his 
blood would be presumed to be under 
the influence of liquor. A person with 
10 percent would be presumed to be 
intoxicated, 

Presently the intoxication level is 
set at .15 percent, which is described 
as the highest in the nation. 

Commissioner of Insurance George 
Dale is supporting these amendments. 
He said, ‘‘The Mississippi Safety 


Council reports that approximately 52 - 


percent of the deaths in automobile 
accidents on the average are caused 
by drunk drivers and eliminating the 
drunk drivers from our roads would 


substantially decrease the number of 
traffic fatalities.” 

He added, ‘‘We hope the Legislature 
will act in these areas, and we encour- 
age citizens to contact their legis- 
lators, the lieutenant governor, and 
speaker of the House in support of this 
important legislation.” 

Earl Kelly, executive secretary- 
treasurer of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention, also has taken a stand in 
favor of the amendments. ‘‘We cannot 
allow incapacited drivers to threaten 
the lives of innocent people, and liquor 
certainly has the ability to incapaci- 
tate. The intoxication levels has been 
much too high, and the establishment 
of a level of being influenced by liquor 
short of intoxication would be a very 
wise and profective move,”’ he de- 
clared. 


Tupelo Couple 


Spires : 
They were appointed to Malawi, 
where he will be a business manager 
for the Baptist mission, organization 

of Southern Baptist missionaries: 

Presently they are students at New 
Orleans (La.) Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Prior to entering seminary 
they were both teachers; he at the 
Jackson County campus of Mississippi 
Gulf Coast Junior College, and she at 
Pascagoula (Miss.) High School. 

Born-in Gould, Ark., Spires also , 
lived in Arkansas City, Star City, and 
Cale, Ark., and Samnorwood, Carey 
and Lelia Lake, Tex. He later returned 
to Gould. He received the bachelor of 
business administration from Arkan- 
sas A&M College, College Heights 
(now University of Arkansas at Mon- 
ticello), and the master of business 
administration from Mississippi Col- 
lege, Clinton. Business-related jobs 
have taken Spires to Pine Bluff, Ark., 
Jackson, Miss., and Laurel, Miss. 
Spires also taught at Southwest Mis- 
sissippi Junior College, Summit. 

The former Joyce Milner, Mrs. 
Spires was born in Rankin County, 
Miss., lived in several different Mis- 
sissippi towns and grew up in Morton, 
Miss. 

She received the associate of arts 
degree from Hinds Junior College, 
Raymond, Miss., and the bachelor of 
science degree from Mississippi Col- 
lege. Mrs. Spires.taught at dackson 


Commercial College 
The couple has children. Yerry” 
Douglas Jr. was born in 1971, and 


Michelle Leigh, 1973. 
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Penningtons Are First 


Lay MSC Volunteers 


ATLANTA, (BP) — Ther first lay 
volunteers for the Mission Service 
Corps have been approved and as- 
signed through the Southern Baptist 
Home Mission Board. 

Doyle and Doris Pennington of 
Tupelo, Miss., volunteered for two 
years in Mission Service Corps 
through the HMB Evangelism Section. 
They will receive financial support 
from individuals, groups and them- 
selves through local churches and the 
MSC sponsor system. 

The Penningtons are the second 
couple assigned through the HMB for 
the Mission Service Corps, the South- 
ern Baptist Convention's plan for en- 
listing and utilizing 5,000 volunteers in 
full-time mission work for one or two 


years at home or abroad by 1982. 

Elgin and Jean Lee are serving 
through MSC in a church in 
Menomonie, Wisc. 

Pennington, 35, will assist Reid Har- 
din, the Evangelism Section’s MSC 
representative, in coordinating and 
utilizing MSC _ volunteers’ in 
evangelism and missions throughout 
the U.S. 

He will work from a temporary of- 
fice at the Home Mission Board build- 
ing in Atlanta beginning the first of the 
year. 

The Penningtons will move to At- 
lanta next summer with their two 
daughters, Jennie, 7, and Amy, 5. 

Pennington, an Alabamian who 
grew up and attended college in Mis- 
sissippi, has worked in real estate de- 
velopment, management and market- 
ing. 
Doris Baley Pennington from Como, 
Miss., has been a school teacher. 

The Pennington’s MSC assignment 
came after several years involvement 
in renewal evangelism which ‘‘got us 
on fire,” Mrs. Pennington said. “We 
decided we needed to be on call and 
turned over our family, house and ta- 
lents to do whatever God wanted us to 
do. ” 

Mission Service Corps, seemed the 
next logical step for the couple. 

Pennington is Brotherhood chair- 
man for Lee County Baptist Associa- 
tion in Tupelo and a deacon and active 
layperson in his church Calvary Bap- 
tist. 

“MSC is the biggest undertaking the 
Southern Baptist Convention has ever 
made to get laymen involved in minis- 
try,”’ Pennington said. 

“The laymen are waiting to do 

( on page 2) 
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Foy Valentine, Executive Secretary 
The Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 


Everybody has a life style. 

We are particularly fascinated, 
however, by life styles that are new or 
different. 


I recall that during the great depres- 
sion in the East Texas pit from which | 
was digged there was a man with a 
unique life style who made an indelible 


impression on me. This man was inde- 
pendent. He was i with a 
fierce and incredibly 


mature years and he would come 
faithfully to the church services at our 
little open country, one-room meeting 
house where there gathered the Pleas- 
ant Union Baptist Church. He always 
carried a huge Bible. He wore high- 
mileage blue overalls. He never wore 
shoes. Summer and winter he never 
wore shoes. He didn’t have any shoes. 
He trapped for a living. And running 
his trap lines for mink and lesser game 
in the creek and river bottoms, his 
bare feet got so calloused that you 
could easily strike a match on the bot- 
tom of either bare heel. Now, I call that 
Style. 

Consider the life style of Elijah the 
Tishbite. (His name alone was enough 
to hairlip the rabbi.) He was a hairy 
man, given to wearing a leather loin 
cloth, hiding for his life by the brook 
Cherith, eating bread and meat 
brought to him by crows, doing without 
food for 40 days, hunkered over a mis- 
erable little cave, running (not jogging 
but running) ahead of Ahab’s chariot, 
and finally caught up by a whirlwind 
into heaven (1 Kings 17:3-6; 18:45-46; 
19:8-9; 2 Kings 1:8; 2:11). His was a life 
style to leave you breathless. 

Or consider the life style of John the 
Baptist with his First Century equiva- 
lent of a feed sack shirt and his grotes- 
que diet of grasshoppers and wild 
honey. His was a radical voice, a 
genuinely radical voice crying in the 
wilderness. His manners were so at- 
rocious that he denounced as a genera- 
tion of snakes the very people who 
were nice enough to come to hear him 
preach. He sounded an unsettling, out- 
landish call for them actually to do 
things to demonstrate that they had 
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Mississippi Baptist Convention .. . 


New Life Style 


and sexual promiscuity or perversion 
as nothing more than a pleasant pas- 
time. It firmly believes that a person’s 
life consists in the abundance of the 
things which he . Its master 
is its credit card; it owes its soul to the 
company store. Addled adolescents 
paid British pop singer Elton John a 
reported $60 million in one fourteen- 
month period and Peter Framston, a 
relative newcomer to the X-rated 
music field, $50 million last year, thus 
demonstrating that we have more dol- 
lars than sense. INS News and World 
Report, Oct. 31, p. 47. 

Richard Burton has spoken for this 
age when he said, ‘‘I've been in trouble 
all my life, I’ve done the most unutter- 
able rubbish, all because of money. I 
didn’t need it . . . the lure of the zeroes 
was simply too great” (‘‘Loose Talk,” 
Rolling Stone, Nov. 17, 1977, Issue 252, 
p. 13). The lure of the zeroes charac- 
terizes our time; and I fear the lure of 
the zeroes affects us all. 

It perceives raunchiness as creativ- 
ity. It wants to play tennis with the net 
down. It thinks that in order to breathe 
you have to break out all the windows. 
It has become a world of unlimited im- 
possibilities. Instead of making a joy- 
ful noise to the Lord, it makes a doleful 
noise to itself. 

It dies the death of a thousand qual- 
ifications. It seems incapable of letting 
its yea be yea and its nay, nay. Its een- 
victions are never quite sure of them- 
selves. It cannot determine whether 
this is the year of the Dove, the Hawk, 
the Vulture, or the Lemming. 

It underproduces wisdom and over- 
processes knowledge. Because it does 
not understand the past, it can neither 
redeem the present nor prepare for the 
future. It will burn down a cathedral to 
fry anegg merely to satisfy aravenous 
appetite. 

For all its education and affluence 
and leisure and technology, it remains 
bound in shallows and miseries, 
stumbling along with its foot in a buc- 
ket. 

It is afflicted with congenital 
myopia, blurred vision, and a grievous 
nerve failure syndrome. It has a terri- 
ble case of hardening of its ought- 
eries. 

It is as far from real repentance as 
Oral Roberts is from the Mayo Clinic. 


‘chamiged-tlicin gnieats about thefy sins: 01 0ltknowmestlittle about jntegrity as a 


Then there was his final, awful ending 


i¢iJuWith-bis gory. decapitated-head on the 


platter of Herod's bussy: His wasa life 
Sydido makeid strom mamgeg: 

Or consider the life style of Peter, 
Apostle, running, cursing, praying, 
backsliding, rededicating, prejudiced, 
open, opinionated, learning, weak, 
strong, vacillating, rock, quitter, ac- 
tivist, human, maybe a little schizop- 
hrenic, maybe even Baptist. His was a 
life style to leave you gasping like a 
fish in a basket. 

In The Greening of America, 
Charles A. Reith suggested, with a 
naive and pantheistic romanticism, 
that we are now moving into an era of 
new consciousness characterized by ‘‘. 

" . gp liberation that is both personal and 
communal, an escape from the limits 
fixed by custom and society, in pursuit 
of something better and higher. It is 
epitomized in the concept of ‘choosing 
a life style’; the idea that an individual 
need not accept the pattern that soci- 
ety has formed for him, but may make 


his own choice . . . (with) .. . a new 
sense of existence in the immediate 
present without fixed points... (pp. 


363-364). I fear Reich's freedom more 
than bondage, for to exist without fixed 
points is, by definition, to be lost; yet, 
it may help to hear what he has said 
about life style. 

There is no redemptive word in 
style. Ngt really. There is-no word 
from the Lord in fads, pop movements, 
effete tribalism, affectations, age-of- 
Aquarius vibrations, creeps, in-things, 
out-things, fashion, youth culture, 
black culture, white culture, WASP 
culture, or germ culture. No, none of 
these gives us any word from the Lord. 

It is equally. unproductive for the 
church either te dance around the gol- 
den calf of lifestyle, conceived in such 
a limited way, or to spend our energies 
in trying to smash it to smithereens, 
mix it in the water, and make the world 
drink it. 

As Christians, we are concerned 
about a total life style that reflects con- 
formility to the Lord Christ. We are con- 
cerned about a right relationship to 
God that isstes in right relationships 
with others. We are concerned about 
substance that produces tyle 


The Need for New Life Py 
Today's world in which Christians 
are called to witness to the world with 
a bold new mission and a bold new life 
style is a fallen, sinful, disfigured, 
hurting, immoral world. It is perish- 
ing, as Augustine said of Rome, for 
of order in the soul. It is preoc- 
with strewing beer cans along 
highway of life. ABC-TV’s Presi- 
Fred Silverman has called his 
dirty joke SOAP, a morality 
; and the world is caught up in 
unbelievable moral perversity 
black white and white black. 
an incredible distortion of logic, 
it views immorality as a harmless 
éxércise| of the times, violence as a 
proper way. of life, racism as a divine 
Fight, materialism gs its just dessert. 


downtown tomcat knows about Home 
Furthermore, its family life is on thé 
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Its racism is unresolved. 

Its citizenship is characterized by 
corruption and cowardice, in about 
equal parts. 

Its economics is an incredible rip-off 
of the have nots by the haves who man- 
ipulate the system to sock it to the poor 
and provide welfare for the rich. 

And it lives and moves and has its 
being in an open Pandora's box of pol- 
lution, pornography, population crisis, 
hunger, male chauvinism, violence, 
incredible irresponsibility in televi- 
sion programing, wars, and.rumors of 
wars. 

As our grandpas used to say of a dog 
eating grass, ‘‘There’s somethin’ it 
ain't gettin’.”” 

To be a Christian in such an age and 
to be relatively conscious is to be in a 
moral rage almost all the time. 


New Life Style Qualities 

But God has shown us a better way. 

It is the way of repentance, faith, 
and Christian love in action. 

By repentance I mean a spirit of 
teachableness. I mean at least partly 
what Jesus meant when he said, 
“Blessed are the meek for they shall 
inherit the earth’ and ‘Blessed are you 
poor for yours is the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 6:20). I mean the acceptance of 
your humanity in spite of its finiteness 
and failures, its wrinkles and warts. I 
mean a knowledge of yourself that 
neither denigrates nor deifies the real 
you. I mean a consciousness of sin that 
avoids the arrogance of power which 
has recently shaken this nation’s foun- 
dations. 

Repentance is not just something 
you da on the summer after you are 
nine years old and then forget about. It 
is a continuing and distinctive charac- 
teristies of the Christian's new life 
style. Repentance is a complete 
change of mental outlook and life de- 
sign. It is not only godly sorrow for sin 
but also a purposeful turning from sin, 
We need to repent because we are real 
sinners, not just honorary sinners. We 
need to repent because the wages of sin 
is still death, because chickens still 
come home to roost, because they are 
still some Serpents in our Gardens. 

Repentance today is an offense to 
much of the religious establishment; 
is rejected by many if not most church 
members; and is being steadfastly ig- 
nored by the new Pentecostals. Yet re- 
pentance is the keynote of the New 
Testament where there are 56 direct 
references to repentance (as com- 
pared, for instance, with six to tithing 
and two to the virgin birth). 


neces- 
sary in the Christian's con- 
tinuing life style so that self- 

is avoided, humility is 
cultivated, and the way is kept open for 
continuing fellowship with God and 
renewal by Him for His great work of 
letting “justice roll down as waters 


“iu of 


and righteousness as a mighty 
stream.” 

Fig leaves and ™pasks are 10 
more needed as erficial coverings 
for our sins today than they were 
needed as superficial coverings for our 
sins when we first believed. As we 
needed to repent and be born again 
then, so we need to repent of the sins of 
which we are guilty today and keep on 
ne an ee eee 


y. 

Faith, like repentance, is.a continu- 
ing characteristic and a primary in- 
gredient of the Christian’s new life 
style. By faith I mean trust in God as 
sovereign, trust in mankind as made in 
God’s image, and trust in yourself as 
someone of infinite worth whose poten- 
tial is as great as you dare to dream. | 
mean confidence that God has made 
this a moral universe. I mean the as- 
surance that all things are working to- 
gether for good for those who love God. 
I mean being in life committed to the 
conviction that love is better than hate, 
that peace is better than war, that giv- 
ing is better than getting, that building 
is better than burning, that purity is 
better than filth, that character is bet- 
ter than popularity, that ‘‘ideals” are 
better than “‘image,”’ and that it is bet- 
ter to suffer for Christ’s sake than to 
compromise with evil. By faith I mean 
the lively commitment to the validity 
of the Ten Commandments and of the 
four-letter words which are as impor- 
tant today as ever: kind, wise, just, 
good, true, sing, pray, give, obey, help, 
lift, love. By faith the Christian walks 
in the moral ight by day and by night, 
in the fields and in the cities, in boom 
times and depressions, in spiritual 
highs and logical lows, in joy 
and in seedtime and harvest, 
year after year, Faith is not a mere 
posturing in which we blandly acknow- 
ledge God's existence or woodenly 
genuflect in‘the direction of Deity. 
Faith is not just the giving of intellec- 
tual assent to the facts of Christian, for 
in this sense “‘the devils also believe 
and tremble’ (James 1:19). Faith is 
standing at attention in God’s pre- 
sence, saying, “‘Lord, what would you 
have me to do today?’’ Saving faith is 
absolute commitment to go with God 
with no exceptions listed at the bottom 
of the contract in fine print. Faith isnot 

axing syour teeth an 


something in spite of evi : it is 


living life for Lorg Christ in 
z eekeigeset | It ®Bifaithj dot 


ledge nor emotion nor prayers nor 
glossolalia nor charisma nor ecstasy 
nor worship nor work nor stewardship, 
but faith that peculiarly characterizes 
the Christian life style. The faith which 
saves is the faith which keeps, we say. 
Indeed, it is faith in God through Christ 
that keeps us moving in the direction of 
God’s ideal in all the difficult arenas of 
daily life. 

As repentance and faith distinctly 
characterize the Christian's new life 
style, so, in a very special way, does 
Christian love in action. 

In The Fall, Albert Camus has 


Jean-Baptiste¢Clamence take his | 
leave of the chance acquaintance with ~ 
whom he has been walking in the | 


Amsterdam night, saying: “. . . I'll 


leave you near this bridge. I never | 


cross a bridge at night. It’s the result of 
a vow. Suppose, after all, that someone 
should jump in the water. One of two 
things — either you do likewise to fish 
him out and, in cold weather you runa 
great risk! Or you forsake him there 
and suppressed dives sometimes leave 
one strangely aching. Good night,” 
(The Fall, pp. 6-7. New York: Vintage 
Books, 1956. ) Christian love in actionis 
not suppressing the urge te get in- 
volved. It is diving in to implement the 
prayer Jesus taught His disciples to 
pray, ‘“Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven.” 
Christian love in action is cross bear- 
ing, self-sacrifice. The libretto of 
“Jesus Christ Superstar’ opens with 
Judas begging Jesus not to push His 
ie too hard. Let’s keep it beauti- 
ful, Judas implores. But God's pur- 
poses cannot always be served by 
keeping things cool and beautiful. 
Jesus’ call, in fact, is a clear call for 
any one who chooses to come after 
Him to deny himself and take up his 
cross daily and follow Him (Luke 
9:23). God's call is not just to repeat 
old cliches in the church houses on 
Sundays. God’s call is not just to the 
self-sacrifice of tithing. It is not just to 
the self-sacrifice of lighting the church 
house windows and on Sunday night 
(which in many a church the power 
structure tends to by remote control). 
It is not just to the self-sacrifice of at- 
tending church training sessions, It 
may be a call to organize carefully and 
work faithfully so as to produce an ef- 
fective counter-offensive to i 


which seek to carnalize us all. Televi- | 


sion is not the enemy: it is the writers 
and producers and programers and 
advertisers who for filthy lucre seek to 
foist off ever grosser offerings of junk 
and garbage, of impropriety, immod- 
esty, incontinence and immorality on 
a heretofore mute and gullible public 
which is beginning to learn how to 
say, NO YOU. It may be a call 
to be sacrifically involved in resolving 


ing. It may be a call to help get decent 
employment for the disadvantaged. It 


may be acall to teach an illiterate per- %¢*ving the last two years as chairman. ~ 
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elieving | 


son.to read. It may be a call to tutor a 
faltering- r-who can get.no 
help with his school work at home, 
may be a call to help bring about . 
gressional reform. It may bea calito 
improve our wretchedly under- 
financed and therefore medieval pris- 
ons. It may be a call to seek peace and 
pursue it as we do the things that make 
for peace. 4 

And God’s call may be a call both to 
minister to the man who has fallén 
among thieves and to band together in 
responsible ci with other con- 
cerned and people to effect 
social change so as tomake such roads 
safe for travel. 

Christian love inaction is movement 
in a pilgrimage. Yet how easily a pil- 
grim becomes a tenant, and how 
quickly a tenant aspires to become an 
owner. Christianity is a movement, 
not an institution; it is a voyage, not a 
harbor. In the pilgrimage that is the 
Christian life we move toward the land 
that God is showing us. We count not 
ourselves to have apprehended. We 
understand ourselves to be an exodus 
people. When we are faithful to our cal- 
ling, we are peeple of acts, doing what 
we can where we are like the woman 
who anointed Jesus and of whom He 


said, ‘‘Leave her alone . . . . She has, 


done a beautiful thing” (Mark 14:6 
TEV). 

We understand that leve for 
righteousness, truth, , and 
justice cannot substitute for the prac- 
tice of righteousness, truth, goodness, 
and justice. , nae 

Such practical involvenient on the 
part of Jesus led Him into intimate 
contact with sinners and the needy so 
that when the woman with the issue of 
blood touched Him, He knew that “‘vir- 
tue had gone out of him” (Mark 5:30). 
The church may experience some such 
loss of personal virtue in involvement 
today, but healing for the ‘“issues’’ of 
our time that are convulsing the world 
— hunger, the energy crisis, inflation, 
militarism, racism, overpopulation, 
poverty, urban crisis, pollution, and a 
way of life built on the ideological San 
Andreas fault of moral relativism — 
such healing is well worth the sac- 
rifice. We can’t swing it if we just sit 
back and sing, ‘‘Drop kick me Jesus, 
through the goal posts of life.’’ 

» » New Life Style Prospects 
We stand today in wide-eyed wonder 
at the hope which Ged in om stir- 
fing up ip sheicherch-Christigns can- 
not share secular man’s discourage- 
ment, despondency, and despair. The 
Blessed Hope of Christ’s Second Com- 
ing with which God is again beginning 
to bless the church is no signal for 
withdrawal to comfort and a godless 
patience with family disintegration, 
institutionalized racism, political cor- 


~* 


ruption, and knock-three-times-on- 
the-ceiling-if-you-love-me morality. 
Instead of comfort and patience, in- 
stead of apathy and ease in Zion, the 
hope of Christ’s coming provides a 
moral thrust of immense and awe- 
some power. That great hope is no 
opiate to deaden our interest in earthly 
things but a powerful stimulant to keep 
us working until “the kingdoms of this 


Newsbriefs 


Valley Forge (RNS) — World Relief 
Commission (WRC),-the aid channel 
of the amg a of 
Ev. i ( ), forwarded 
phe paper Toccoa Falls Bible Col- 
lege. The . college, a_ non- 
denominational school operated by the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance of 
Nyack, N. Y., sustained heavy dam- 
ages when an earthen dam broke 
above the campus. Some 100 people 
were injured and 38 died; several are 
still missing. 


Washington, D. C. (RNS) — Pope 
Paul, as had been expected, has 
agreed to lift the penalty of excom- 
munication automatically imposed on 
divorced U.S. Catholics who remarry 
without Church approval. The action is 


world are becoming the kingdoms of _ retroactive. 


our Lord, and of his Christ” (Revela- 
tion 11:15). 

Christians are indeed called in one 
hope. We confidently walk a bridge 
over the troubled waters..We expec- 
tantly hunger and thirst after 
righteousness. We gladly endure for 
the joy that is set before us. We faith- 
fully pray, ‘‘Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in 
heaven.” We joyfully anticipate the 
destiny which God has set before His 
people who are not just reaching a lit- 
tle higher but who are looking for new 
heavens and a new earth. We hopefully 
envision not just, to use Charles 
Reich’s phrase, ‘‘a greening of 
America’’ but a greening of all crea- 
tion when, according to the hope that 
God has given His people, the desert 
shall blossom as the rose, the wolf 
shall feed with the lamb, and men shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and 


- their spears into pruning hooks. In the 


radically new and constantly changing 
situations in which we find ourselves, 
full of hope we set our faces toward the 
light, knowing that the way of Jesus is 
an applied way, a living way, a way of 
moving toward the day. 

We express that hope today through 
adherence to principles as the surest 
safeguard for the rights of persons. 

We express that hope through the 
projection of a Christian witness that 
embraces both the priestly and the 
prophetic elements of revealed relig- 
ion. 

And we express that hope in the con- 
viction that if we ever go beyond a con- 
cern to point people to the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world, we 
have gone beyond God and that if we 
have not yet come to a concern to bring 
justice and righteousness and truth 
and peace and goodness to people, we 
have not yet come to God. 

God has called us to live at the 
burnt-out end of the age of reason, at 
the knife-edge of time where the past 
meets the future; with a life’style that 
expresses our hope today. 

Exodus 12 explains that the un- 
leavened bread was a symbol to the 
Jesus that they did not even have time 
to let the dough rise before they took 
off to do God’s thing. 

So let us be up and doing for we have 
promises to keep and miles to go be- 
fore we sleep. 


Education Commission Officers 


Kermit D. McGregor, center, pastor of Temple Church, Hattiesburg, has been 
elected chairman of the Mississippi Baptist Christian Education Commission. The 
other officers are E. R. Jobe, left, a Jackson layman, vice-chairman; and Larry W. 
Kennedy, right, pastor of First Church, Amory, secretary. Jobe is chairman of the 
Postsecondary Education Planning Board of the State of Mississippi. 


Tuten Honored . 


Joe Tuten, left, pastor of Calvary 
Church, Jackson, was honored by the 
Christian Education Commission during 
its recent meeting. He was presented a 
plaque by Larry W. Kennedy, pastor of 
@ community-crisis over school bus-~ First Church, Amory, and secretary of 


the commission, in recognition of his 
two terms (six years) on the commission, 


pa “Soap”, is claiming victory. 


of Maryland. 


also lost the respect of many ABC 


The 
“Soap” and similar ob: 
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Christian Life Commission 


Claims Victory Over ‘Soap’ 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. (BP) — The Southern Baptist Christian Life Com- 
mission, leader among religious groups opposing ABC-TV’s soap opera 


- {Sensing it’s mistake, ABC has sent word to its affiliates that It is 
radical changes in ‘Soap’,” Harry N. Hollis Jr., director of family 
and special moral concerns for the commission told the Baptist Convention 


He said that thanks to a diligent protest around thé , “ABC has 
pulled away from ts goal tomake ‘Soap a forerunner of things to come on 


ers, who reject the idea that people who have sexual problems should be 
Christian Life Commission began a concentrated effort against 


jectionable 
and declared it “prime time polliion.” aa 


Nashville (RNS) — “Sister, your 
house is just like ours.” When Sister 
Patricia Mary Kelly, SCN, heard those 
words in a remote village in northern 
India, she knew that she and her 
novices had achieved a lifestyle that 
put them in touch with people they 
came to serve. Referring to the mud hut 
came to serve. Referring to the mud 
hut that leaked during the monsoons, 
she told a symposium on evangeliza- 
tion here that “‘there is a tremendous 
gap in the Church, stemming from the 
differences in the lifestyle of the sis- 
ters and priests and the people we try 
to evangelize.” 


Valley Forge, Pa. (RNS) — The Di- 
vision of World Relief of the American 
Baptist Churches (ABC) has sent 
$12,000 to South India to assist in relief 
efforts following a cyclone in the state 
of Andhra Pradesh. The American 
Baptist Board of international Minis- 
tries is awaiting an assessment of 
damage to church property. ABC offi- 
cials fear that the Baptist seminary at 
Ramapatnam may have been de- 
stroyed. 


Boling Springs, N. C. (BP) — Gifts 
totalling $100,000 to Gardner-Webb 
College, a Baptist school here, will be 
used to establish a program to assist 
students planning church related voc- 
ations. Income from the endowed fund 
will support the B. E. Morris Biblical 
Scholar program. The scholar will 
spend a semester each year on the 
campus of the four-year liberal arts 
college, teaching and counseling with 
students, especially those anticipating 
careers in church-related vocations., 


Pennington | 
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things’: .: to get involved. I’ve seen this 
through renewal and churches laymen 
brought alive,”’ he said. 

Hardin, HMB associate director of 
personal evangelism, said ‘‘MSC will 
bring the parts together and prove 
greater than any one part alone — the 
laiety and clergy will work together.” 

Pennington, a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of —— in business ad- 
ministration, has lived in Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Kansas, Florida and Mis- 
sissippi. He has served in lay renewal 
weekends across the F 

“I don’t think I have any more to 
offer than anyone else, but I do think 
the laymen could maybe relate to mea 
little better,” he said. “I can look at a 
problem from a layman's point of 
view.” 

The Penningtons hope to use the con- 
tacts they established through re- 
newal and their friends scattered 
— the U.S. for the benefit of 

“This is a challenge of faith for us,” 
said Mrs. Pennington, ‘‘both finan- 
cially and to step out and change our 
whole lifestyle.” 

He agreed, ‘‘The experiences we 
wetit through and the people we’ve met 
have been a preparation for us. We’ve 
been through marriage problems and 
virtual proverty and can share these 
experiences with others. 

“My secular experiences will allow 
me to know how, but example, to go 
into a city cold and know who to see to 
get training centers set up, how to get 
labs toy implemented. I can take a 
project from the begi: with just an 
idea and sit down Sat sive others’ 
what should be done,” he said. 

“For Mission Service Corps to suc- 
ceed it must be an implemented plan,” 
Pennington said, 
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Statewide Conference : 


The statewide youth evangelism 
conference which meets in Jackson, 
Dec. 29-30, features a Christian 

» @ composer of contempor- 
ary music, and a former ad- 
_ and ex-convict — turned Christ- 


The humorist is Grady Nutt, an 
Amarillo, Tex., native who sings, jug- 
gles, and plays a dozen musical in- 
struments. After earning degrees 
from Baylor University and Southern 
Seminary in Louisville, Ky., serving 
as pastor of several churches, and 
working for Southern Seminary for 
several years, Nutt went full time into 
entertainment. 

David Meece is the composer, ar- 
ranger, singer and piano player of con- 
temporary Christian music. His story 
ie found elsewhere in this issue of the 
Baptist Record. 

Harry Blondheim is the ex-con- 
turned Christian. 


Grady Nutt 


Youth Evangelism Meeting 
Expected To Attract 13000 


Harry Blondheim 


Composer Of Christian Music 


By Tim Nicholas 


Sees Secular Airwaves Entry 


“I want to see Christian music make 
it on the secular airwaves,’’ says 
David Meece, composer, singer, and 
pianist from Lawton, Okla. 

“Christian music today is where 
country music was ten years ago,” 
says the 25 year old musician who 
writes and performs contemporary 
Christian music for churches and col- 
lege. He’s cut two albums and recently 
performed for the Mississippi Baptist 
Student Convention in Columbus. In 
late December (Dec. 29-30) he will 
lead the music for the statewide Youth 
Evangelism Conference at Broad- 
moor Baptist Church in Jackson. 

Meece’s music is distinctive. Titles 
include ‘The only reason I’m happy is 
I've got Jesus inside,” “Do you know 
what it’s like?’”’ and ‘‘Tears in my 
eyes,” ‘‘a song about Peter’s denial of 
Jesus.” He wrote a song that Olivia 
Newton John never recorded because 
he wouldn't allow her arranger to take 
out a direct reference to Jesus. 

Perhaps his music is distinctive be- 
cause of his distinctive background. 
He was supposed to be a classical 


pianist, but he smuggled in Beatles re-" ” 
cords behind his f er’s back. 
At 14 he'was soloist with the Houston 


(Tex.) Chamber Orchestra. He toured 
with Youth For Christ, and at 16 au- 
ditioned before Andre Previn. Then, 
during the first year of a four year 
scholarship at the Peabody Conser- 
vatory of Music in Baltimore, Md., 
while ‘‘totally dedicated’’ to music, 
practicing six to eight hours a day, in- 
cluding three hours of technical scales 
and arpeggios, David got sick. 

On the verge of a physical break- 
down, (friends told him it was 
psychosomatic,) David realized that 
in his ‘‘will to succeed, I had com- 
pletely forgotten about God.”’ 


David Meece 

He said he ‘was ‘“‘convinced that I 
wasn’t doing what the Lord wanted me 
to do and sure I wasn’t doing what I 


wanted to do.”” However, he decided to 


finist his education, but started 
anching into tion orchestra- 
tion, and Skins wolee He mai 
his wife Debbie there in a Mozart quar- 
tet. 

He taught at the school for a year, 
then took a job as minister of music at 
Calvary Baptisi Church in Lawton, 
Okla., with constant encouragement 
from such friends as Ed Seabough of 
the Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board, to go into a singing ministry. 

In 1976, only a week after he cut a 
demonstration record, which Sea- 
bough peddied around, six labels cal- 
led him. Three months later, he had an 
album out with Word Records. A few 
months after that, he had booked 


Flynt Professes Christ, 


Promises Porno Halt 


By Orville Scott 
SAN ANTONIO (BP) — Larry 
Flynt, publisher of ‘‘Hustler’’ 


magazine, says he has become a 
Christian and wants to turn his por- 
nographic monthly into a Christian 
publication. 

The 41-year-old publisher, whose 

is read by 15 million people a 
tt a te enor 
ing Sunday services in Houston and 
San Antonio churches. 

The previous Friday he and South- 
ern Baptist Convention President 
Jimmy Allen drew headlines_when 
both urged a: Texas legislative com- 
mittee in San Antonio to seek stiff 
criminal penalities for use of children 
in ic literature and films. 

Flynt said he did some serious think- 
ing about his relationship to the prob- 
lems of society and to Christ. The 
climax to his concern came when he 
called evangelist Ruth Carter Staple- 
ton, the President's sister, who was in 
Houston to speak at the Braeswood As- 
sembly of God Church. 

Mrs. Stapleton said Flynt repeated 
over and over again into the phone, 
“Ruth, apostle is happening, some- 
thing is Baer 

Flynt said the prelude to his conver- 


~ sion began months ago — the night he 
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Music Symposium 


spent six hours talking to the Staple- 
tons in their home in Fayetteville, N. 


c. 

Mrs. Stapleton, a Southern Baptist, 
said she and her family had exchanged 
visits with the Flynts a couple of 

ago. She said she found him to 
beav joyable person “and so full 
of love,” but there was no indication of 
his real commitment until the phone 
call from San Antonio. 

Flynt said his conviction and 25-year 
sentence for obscenity in Cincinnati 
had made him do some thinking. ‘I 
didn’t know what I was doing was 
wrong . . . all I started out to do was 
make money,” said Flynt. 

Flynt told the Houston Assembly of 
God Church that while doing research 
to prepare for his court testimonies, he 
asked a team to research the Bible and 


find some passages to support pofnog- . 


raphy. 

instead, the team came up with over 
100 condemning it. Flynt said 
conversation ation with him. Flyst became 

wi im, 

convi there is a God and that he 
was worki God. 
it was an awesome reali- 
za and brought him to a turning 
point in his life. 


Reservations Due Now 


the reservation form to the 
Music office of the seminary, 
3939 Gentilly Orleans, 
LARA 


clothing, sche 
potest 
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enough concerts to move into the sing- 
ing ministry full time. 

He likes working with Word. “‘Their 
concept is to produce first-rate Christ- 
ian mysic,”’ he says. ‘‘We're trying to 
produce for the secular market. It’s as 
good as anything the devil has.” 

Dayid says ihat some people tell him 
the type of music he writes is sinful. 
“Everything I do, I do to glorify the 
Lord,” he says. ‘If what I sing doesn’t 
have a message of truth, there’s no 
point in singing it.’”, . 

On a secular campus, David says he 
can present Jesus Christ as meaning 
everything to him ‘‘without beating 
them over the head with it,’’ he says. 
“T put on a show and plant seeds in 
places where evangelistic modes 
wouldn't have a chance,” 

“If a person can crack dirty jokes, 

| nobody objects, if they can talk 
about hare krishna, and nobody ob- 
jects— why not talk about Jesus?’’ he 
asks, 


Ecuadorian Villagers Attack . 


_ Blondheim, who was a great athlete 
in high school, received basketball 
scholarship offers from all over the 
Southeast. But he became involved in 
drugs and alcohol, and ended up in 

Then he found Christ and turned his 
life around. Now, he is back in shape, 
speaks to youth gatherings about 
Christ, nutrition, and body building. 

The youth evangelism conference, 
which is to draw more than, 
1,000 high school students from all over 
the state, will meet at Broadmoor Bap- 
tist Church, 787 East Northside Dr., in 
Jackson. 

A Baptist bookstore will be open dur- 
ing the conference for purchase of 
books, albums, and posters. 

Broadmoor’s activities building will 
be open during the conference until 
midnight. Youths are invited to play in 
the game room, sit in the snack area 
and talk, or bowl. 

Registration for the conference be- 
gins at 1 p.m., Dec. 29, and ends at 8:30 
p.m., Dec. 30. 

Buster Pray of FBC, Jackson, will 
lead the music, and a humber of Mis- 
sissippi youth choirs will present spe- 
cial music. 

A special syllabus for the conference 
will be the only cost item. It will deal 
with the material presented during the 
conference. It will cost $3. 

Conference leaders include Jan Cos- 
sitt, Mike Jeter, and Donn Pool, all 
youth ministers in the Jackson area. 

Motels in the area (all along I-55) 
include: Sheraton Motor Inn, Passport 
Inn, The Jacksonian, Holiday Inn, 
Quality Inn, and Rodeway Inn. 


Five Human Relations Seminars 
will be conducted in January accord- 
ing to an announcement by J. Clark 
Hensley, executive director of the 
Christian Action Commission. They 
are being jointly sponsored by the 


Missionaries, Ghurch Members 


CONOCOTO, Ecuador (BP) — Sev- 
eral Southern Baptist missionary 
couples and a group of some 40 
Ecuadorian Baptist church members 
were attacked by intoxicated Indian 
villagers here as dedication services 
were held for a new church property. 

The attack occurred Oct. 22 in this 
small village northwest of Quito. One 
missionary, Richard D. Clement, re- 
ceived a deep cut on his right hand and 
as he tried to protect himself against a 
bucket which one of the attackers 
threw at him. Others on the scene were 
hit with sticks and some smeared with 
manure before police arrived, but no 
critical injvties were reported. 

Several years ago work was begun 
among the Indians in the community 
of Cocotog, near here. Despite opposi- 
tion there, the work progressed and a 


. mission was begun here in Conocoto. 


Orebro — Emphasizing the impor- 
tance of free thought without pressure 
from monetary obligation, the Orebro 
(Baptist) Mission of Sweden has prop- 
osed that Free Church Theological 
Seminaries refuse state aid. Although 
cooperation between the University 
theological faculties and the Free 
Church seminaries would be valuable, 
the Mission would prefer this to grow 
from a mutual interest in harmony 
with the seminary objectives. Stae aid, 
it is believed, could easily hinder the 
free progress of ideas. 


Earlier this year, in March, two na- 
tionals were injured and a revival tent 
nearly destroyed when a group of 
some 500 Indians entered the tent dur- 
ing the final preparations for an 
evangelistic service in Tambo. A simi- 
lar incident occurred prior to the one in 
Tambo in the provincial capital of Ca- 


Canaan (Leake) 


Choctaw 
Building 


Canaan, a Choctaw church in Leake 
County, has embarked on a building 
fund drive. The kick-off service for the 
drive was held Sunday, Nov. 13. 

The t building, a frame struc- 
ture with two Sunday School rooms, 
was constructed in 1948 by the late pas- 
tor, B. D. Isaac, and the men of the 
church. 

On Kick-Off Day, the present pastor, 
Emmitt Denson, brought a message, 
in the Choctaw language, on the im- 
portance of the church, and ways a 
new church building can help to meet 
the needs of the church family. 

Calvin Isaac, chief of the Choctaw 


tribe, church secretary at Canaan, and - 


Missionary Kids Lose 
Possessions In Fire 


RICHMOND (BP) — Seven college 
freshman missionary kids (MKs) and 
their resource leader lost personal 
possessions when their cabin burned 
during a weekend retreat at Camp 
Hanover near here, 

The Thanksgiving weekend retreat 
is by the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board for 
children of Southern Baptist mis- 
sionaries in the U.S. for their freshman 


pocketbooks, includi 
drivers’ licenses, 


passports, 
back to 
\. lost 


’ as hair dryers, 
® \ 


> 


cameras and tape recorders. 
The board replaced the lost plane 
tickets. Officials of the board are con- 


daughter of Ann Evanos (Mrs. G. 
Harold) Clark, assigned to Malaysia, 
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The Missions Task 


| Owe N 


o Man Anything 


By John Alexander, Director 
Stewardship Department » 

In Romans 13:8, Paul says to the Roman Christians, “Owe no man anything, 
but to love one another. . . .”" Not only should Christians pay their debts, they 
should try to avoid:debt. Someone has said, “There are three things.a Christian 
should hate — dirt, debt, and the devil.” 

As twentieth century Christians, we must live in a credit-crazy world and this 
penne Ae Reet eo renrenl Mle eek Ye Cone puete the 

it. 

The problem of “‘indebtedness”’ is as current as today’s newscast. Men of all 
stripes seem to be infected with the desire to accumulate “things” through credit 


we csies ian Wk sehatas Wheene Walley wens nervinn oh his teamns 
committee of his church. Since the church was behind in its current budget 
giving, one member of the committee suggested to this man that if he would tithe, 
the church wouldn’t have any financial problem. The man to the 
suggestion by saying, ‘‘So you think I have a lot of money? Well, I have a lot of 
money but it’s all tied up in debts!’’ Too many Christians find themselves caught 
inthe “‘Credit-trap.”’ 

Paul knew the that come to a multi-faceted citizen. He was a Jew, a 
Christian, and a Roman citizen. He sought to make his relationship to Christ the 
controlling factor in all areas of his life. 

The malady of our generation could be called credit addiction. Debt is the 
destroyer of the sanctity of the home, the happiness of the family, and takes the 
joy out of living. Only one debt is to remain ‘‘unpaid’’ — the debt to love one 
another. If we heed the admonition of Paul it would help our credit addiction. It 
would (1) teach all Christians to be industrious while avoiding unnecessary and 
needless debt, (2) help parents teach and train their children to be frugal, and (3) 
destroy the splendor of “‘things’”’ acquired by debt. 

It is almost for every family to. use credit occasionally, but Paul 
would plead with us to use credit wisely, make debt carefully, and recognize that 
unpaid debt is a real obligation. ; 

Can we live today without debt? We can live today without a lot of debt by 


learning to do without ‘‘things”’ until we are able to pay cash for them! 

The vast majority of family discord today is directly related to the problem of 
money mismanagement which includes excessive indebtedness. 

It is a part of Christian stewardship that a Christian family learn to live within 
their income. It must be a family decision with all members offering their 


cooperation. 
Churches could set a more worthy example for members if they too are good 


stewards in avoiding burdensome debt. 


Why not make up your mind as a Christian to learn the joy and satisfaction that 
comes from the practice of “saving and giving"’ instead of living constantly 
tormented by that awesome monster of ‘burdensome debt’? 

“Owe no man anything, but to love one another... .” 


Human Relations Seminars 


Planned For Mid-January 


Commission and the Department of 
Cooperative Ministries With National 
Baptists of the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board, Dick Brogan, di- 
rector. 


Charles Tope of Oklahoma City, 


Okla., and Raymond Harvey, Tus- 
(source 


sociation. Office, Cleveland... 

Jan. 17, Baptist Building, Jackson 
(day), Mississippi Baptist Seminary, 
Jackson (night). 

Jan. 18, Sophia Sutton Assembly, 
Prentiss. 

Jan. 19, Jackson County Baptist As- 
sociation Office, Pascagoula. 

The sessions will be from 10:00 a. m. 
- 12:30 noon, except for the night meet- 
ing in Jackson, which will be from 7:00 
p.m. to 9:30 p.m. They are keyed to the 


kegee Institute, Ala., will serve as re- 
persons. Theschedule!followsz1i2 Pri 
Jan. 16; Bolivar County Baptist As- «at 


+s Pope is. -of Northwest: Baptist 
“Ghurel; Oklahoma Cty. He formerly 


Bold Mission under the theme 
of “Being As As You Are.” 
Harvey has served as pastor of the 


Greenwood Missionary Baptist 
Church since 1954. He is a graduate of 
Howard University School of Religion 
with a B.D. degree and has done 
graduate study at Oberlin College, 


, 

seeved at Firve Chubuh, oBilbalr, and 
was a member of the Christian Action 
Commission at that time. With the 
Biloxi pastorate as interim, he served 
with the Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board in Tanzania, Kenya and 
Uganda from 1959-1975. 

The public is invited to these ses- 
sions. Pastors, staff members and 
other church leaders are urged to at- 
tend. 


Church Opens 
Fund Drive 


chairman of the Building Fund Com- 
mittee, described the kind of building 
the church hopes to have: ‘‘a 
sanctuary with baptistry and foyer; 
two church offices for pastor and sec- 
retary; four large classrooms (for 
preschool, children, youth, adult); an 
adjoining kitchenette, large enough to 
accommodate day care children; an 
activities room with library; two re- 
strooms, and water fountains.”’ 

He added, ‘‘Long range plans in- 
clude babysitting needs of the church 
families who would like to have day 
care services provided for children 
while the parents work.” 

Other members of the Church Build- 


after the $5,000 goal is reached. 

The Kick-Off Day program included 
special music by the Choctaw children 
enrolled in Sunday school at the 


Chief Isaac. Homer Gibson, Choctaw 
pastor and moderator of the New 
Choctaw Association, read the Scrip- 
ture, in Choctaw. 

The women of the church had pre- 
pared the dinner which was served on' 
the nds on a table sheltered by a 
newly built roof. The dinner included 
homemade hominy, cooked in pots on 
open fires in the churchyard. 

The late B. D. Isaac, father of Chief 
Calvin Isaac, was pastor of Canaan 
Church for over 30 years. He was first 
pastor of Old Canaan. In 1948, not 
many people lived near Old Canaan, so 
Canaan was moved to a location a few 
miles west of Philadelphia, not far 
from Edinburg. Later, Old Canaan 
was revived, so that now both are func- 
tioning churches. 

B. D. Isaac and the men of the 
church built the auditorium, as well as 
the church pulpit and pews. Isaac's 
son, Edwin, was killed in World War II 
and Isaac used a part of the life insur- 
ance he received to help pay for this 
church building. 


Left to right: Emmitt Denson, pastor at Canaan; Chief Calvin isaac, church secret- 
ary and chairman of the church buildingfund ; Dolton Haggan, missionary to the 


Choctaws; and Homer Gibson, New Choctaw 
men is Canaan Church. They are looking 


building, 


moderator. Behind the 
towérd the site of the proposed new 


y 
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Editorials 


Integrated Auxiliary... 


“Free Exercise” Is Th 


The full text of the resolution 
adopted by the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention the i 


issue on Page 2. It would be worth the 
time of every subscriber to read this 
resolution in its entirety. 

This resolution deals with the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1939. An amend- 
ment in 1969 established that 
‘“‘churches and their integrated au- 
xiliaries, and conventions or associa- 
— tions of churches” shall be exempt 
from filing returns with the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

As IRS has pondered that section of 
its code through the years, its officials 
no doubt have wondered what consti- 
tutes an i ted auxiliary of the 
church. In January of this year they 
attempted to provide a definition. 

In so doing it was inescapable that 
IRS entered into a definition of the 
mission of the church. By determining 
what is not an integrated auxiliary the 
definers could not help but also define 
what is an integrated auxiliary. And 
the way such a delineation could 
be was to what the 
mission of the church is so that it could 
be determined whether or not an au- 


xiliary is integrated into the church 
’ Therefore IRS has indeed defined 
the mission of the church, and this 
cannot help but be contrary to the Con- 
stitution. The constitution states that 
“Congress shall make no law respect- 
ing an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise there- 
of...” 


There is no question but that when 
IRS has defined the mission of the 
church it has to some extent cir- 
cumscribed the free exercise of relig- 
ion. It seems only logical that a gov- 
ernmental agency could not legally 
engage in actions that are beyond the 
scope of congressional law-making 
proclivities. 

The definition that IRS has adopted 
revolves around the point that any 
church-related organization which has 
a principal activity or service that has 
a counterpart in the secular field will 
not be classified as an integrated au- 
xiliary. It follows then that these non- 
integrated auxiliaries find it neces- 
sary to file tax returns. 

How does this affect Mississippi 
Baptists? Immediately one thinks of 
our hospital, our children’s home, and 
our four colleges. They have counter- 
parts in secular society. These institu- 


Para-Church Finances oak 


A number of requests for financial 
assistance from some very fine or- 
ganizations cross this desk on a more 
or less regular basis. There is no lack 
of interest in the ministry that is ac- 
complished by many of them. Some 
well-known personalities who are to be 
admired for their Christian life-style 
and witness usually are the ones mak- 
ing the plea for contributions. 

ann 


are. 
ap phd Ug ai 
age oy are successful and admira- 
. Yet there is never any response 
frOrt this erties??? | aie sear ees 
Personally, I always place the en- 
tire amount that I feel is a worthy 


Rural Recognition 


Dear Sir: 

I've attended the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention for the past 20 years and 
for the most part I have come away 
with gratitude and praise for what 
Mississippi Baptists have done and are 
doing for the-cause of Christ around. 


the world. This year was no exception. °™ 


If our people get caught up in the Bold 
Mission Thrust, God will use us as a 
mighty witness to His world. The em- 
phasis upon a re-vitalized missions ef- 
fort is timely and significant. 

Among the many significant actions 
taken in the annual meeting was the 
election of B. B. McGee as second 
vice-president. He will not likely make 
a profound impact upon convention 
life for this mostly honorary position, 
but the very fact that he was el 
could well be one of the most moran 
things we have done in many yéars. 
Why is this so? Because he represents 
many capable rural pastors who serve 
the majority of the churches in Missis- 
sippi. Men, who like Brother McGee, 
have gone about their work quietly, 
faithfully, and for the most part un- 
noticed. Rural churches and their pas- 
tors are frequently lost in the em- 
phasis placed upon “‘bigness,”’ yet 
many of us are doing a good job lead- 
ing our people. Rural churches are 
ministering to the needs of people in a 
commendable way. We accept the 


“Don't Look At Me! 


contribution, at least a tithe, in the 
treasury of my local church. I will con- 
tinue to do that. I have nothing left to 
contribute to such extra-church efforts 
as are represented in the material that 
comes across my desk. When I have 
more money to contribute I will gladly 
make it available, but I will add it to 
what I have already given to my 
church. 


many, ¢ases | will designate much 
of the addtional for such causes as - 


any displeasure with the work of the 
organizations that are seeking funds. 


Letters To 


commission of our Lord to preach the 
Gospel to the whole world and respond 
through cooperative missions giving. 

God, in his sovereignty, has chosen 
our vocation and has placed us in the 
location of His choosing. It is refresh- 
ing and encouraging to hear fellow 
Baptists say, ‘‘We know you are there 
and we recognize the work you aredo- 
ing.” = 

Sincerely yours, 

Floyd F.. Higginbotham 

Pastor,. Springdale Baptist Church 

Attala Baptist Association 


Missions News 


Dear Sir: 

My husband, Mike, and I are lan- 
guage school students. The church 
where we pastored for three and a half 
years (Sunflower Baptist) has been 
sending us off and on The Baptist Re- 
cord. We have thoroughly enjoyed it! I 
especially enjoy the numerous mis- 
sions articles that are in each issue. 

A resident missionary here told me’ 
that you would send The Baptist Re- 
cord regularly to missionaries on the 
field. My husband and I would ap- 
preciate very much that service. 

December 17 we'll go to our field of 
service in Guatemala City, Guatema- 
la. We will be doing city evangelism. If 
we can receive The Baptist Record, 
please have it sent to the following ad- 
dress: 

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Murphy 
Apartado 1135 

Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Central America 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
May God continue to bless your work 


and that of The Baptist Record. 
Jean Murphy 
Yes, the BAPTIST is sent 


free to all Mississippi 
who are serving overseas. — Editor. 


Enjoy Baptist Record 


Dear Sir: 
I have enclosed a little story that I 


thought be able to 
use inthe BAPTIST RECORD Of it: 
reaches you in time to be used during 
the emphasis on F Missions). if 
you can’t use it, that's 
use it please feel free to edit it. 

Our work ts gOing well. I to 
stay extremely busy with the ica- 
tion work-for all our ng 
countries and with the churches I’m 


working with and with my work teach 
Theological 


Education by Exten- 
stad [TEE courses. 


; and if you~ - 


« 


tions now spend a great deal of time 


pay taxes. That is, all but the hospital 
pay no taxes. The hospital does pay 
taxes on the income from its cafeteria 
and gift shop. 

Of course, it might be noted that the 
hospital makes a profit on its cafeteria 
and its gift shop. Otherwise it could not 

All of the institutions mentioned 
have boards of directors and are not 
operated by a church, so there would 
seem to be no threat to the mission of 
the church. But think further. Many 
churches have provisions for minister- 
ing to children and youths that have 
counterparts in secular society. If IRS 
were to choose to designate those ser- 
vices as non-integrated auxiliaries, it 
would be tampering with the mission 
of the church. 

Then turn that around and go in the 
other direction. The reason that we op- 
erate our colleges, children’s homes, 
and hospitals as separate organiza- 
tions is that the needs are so great that 
they could not be handled by local 
churches. They must band together 
and operate them cooperatively. 
There is no doubt that Baptists feel 


999 


They are to be applauded for minister- 
ing as they do. It’s simply that I choose 
to make my contributions through my 
church: 

In almost every instance Southern 
Baptists in some way or another are 
attempting to do the same' things that 
these para-church organizations are 
doing. If we are not being as effective 
in some of these areas as we should be, 
yep nya et 
efforts are not on a par with those 
doing the same thing from outside the 
détiothination; however] will Hét’ di- 
vert my contributions to the other ef- 
fort. Neither will I send additional con- 


The Editor 


We really enjoy receiving the BAP- 
TIST RECORD; however, we can’t 


-wait for the boat mail to arrive so one 


of our friends in Vicksburg sends it to 
us air mail! 

J. Larry Cox, Missionary 

Ivory Coast 


Cooperative Program 


Dear Sir: 

A big, heartfelt THANK YOU to Mis- 
sissippi Baptists who gave $15,515.05 to 
the Christian Life Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention through 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 
1977. Your vision and compassion and 
generosity in sharing have helped to, 
carry out a significantly enlarged 
program ‘of Christian social concern 
and Christian social action. 

In genuine gratitude the Christian 
Life Commission pledges anew to Mis- 
sissippi Baptists and to all Southern 
Baptists a renewed commitment to the 
high calling of helping changed people 
to change the world. 

Foy Valentine 
Dear Sir: 

The fiscal year just completed 
marked a marvelous advance in 
Cooperative Program receipts. At 
Southeastern Seminary we profoundly 
aaa your partnership in this 


We pledge to work with you in mak: 
ing Mission Thrust a reality. In 
manifold ways we are helping our stu- 
dents to realize that the Cooperative 

bloodstrea 


Program is our financial m, 
You are in our prayers. 
W. Randall Lolley 
Dear Sir: a 


The information about last year’s 
Saoirse Program record makes 
thrilling reading. Golden Gate Baptist 
Theological Seminary is almost totally 

Prog: 


to train future church leaders. Last 
year Mississippi provided $56,353.40 
for our seminary's program. We ap 
preciate that! 4 
We are part of a mission stratégy i” 
win the West, to reach the countless 
millions of people in our area who 
lost and involve thei in vi 
churches. In order to do this we need 


~ 8 . 


reatened 


racy. , 

It is true that some off-beat opera- 
tions that call themselves religions 
would be able to get by without paying 
taxes when they "tif IRS were 
to take its hands ‘off of religious or- 
ganizations completely. But it would 
be far better for the line to be drawn a 
little too loosely than for it to be too 


tight 

It is too tight now. 

The Baptist Record even has to be 
cautious about attempting to organize 
opposition to the ability of IRS to de- 
fine an integrated auxiliary of the 
church for fear that it could be deter- 
mined as having entered into lobbying 
activities. It can tell readers, however, 
that it will take a great amount of ef- 
fort to effect a change; and that effort 
will have to come in the form of com- 
munication with senators and rep- 
resentatives. If our elected represen- 
tatives are to face IRS with a need to 
reconsider its actions, they will need to 
have plenty of amunition in hand. 


tributions. It will all go into the treas- 
ury of my local church; and when I feel 
improvements are needed, I will seek 
to help bring them about. 


Surely there are many across our 
land who do not have such a program 
as Baptists do to support and who are 
not so challenged by the efforts of their 
church budgets as we are and who, 


Faces And Places 


By Anne Washburn McWilliams 


I Appreciate 


Some People 


If I didn’t live in Clinton already, I 


bedutiful, city. Clinton Jaycees pre- 
sented Wall a plaque of appreciation, 
and the audience gave him a standing 


heard him was at Judson College, 
maybe 27 years ago. I have admired 
him ever since. As a speaker, he enter- 
tains and inspires, now as then. 

The coliseum is as good-looking 
within as it is without. The roof, a gol- 
den dome on the outside, is white in- 


Sen dt ce pacer ime much more roomy than the old gym 
support ' fine i and I-look forward to sitting in one of 
need to coats Waele: nuletatries., “Sat Yo watch the Lady 
have peSWMAR at tiki tenet” 
mus’ 

. - d : 7 Thada the other day from my 
My financial efforts will go in those ,. nae ; 
lirections —DM friend Molly Fairchild sa that she 


from the Cooperative 


and Johnnie the Baptist (her ven- 
triloquist’s doll) wished me and other 
Baptist Record readers a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. She 
said that she and her husband Elven 


had cancelled the missi p they 
planned to make to India in ber 
because her doctor advised her to do 


. Also so. She said she had been in bed almost 


Program. 
we are part of the total Bold Mission half a year with a back problem but 
effort, training leaders for all over the that now she is much better and is able 


nation and the world. 


You play a key rolein all that we do. I 


to go about her normal evangelism 
schedule again. 


appreciate your leadership ahd sup- Do you think she wrote with self pity 


port. If youshave suggestions on how * 


we can do a job better, please let us 
know. 
William M. Pinson, Jr. 


about being in bed six months? Not at 
all! She said, ‘I praised the Lord 
through the whole thing, for I felt there 
was some purpose in it. I used the op- 


Lottie Moon Offering ... 


Bold Mission Thrust Can 
Be More Than A Slogan 


BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — With only 
one i 


Bold Mission Thrust out of the dream 
and onto the missions fields. 


“This offering would make Bold . 


Mission Thrust more than a 


Hy 
i 
Z 
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By Catherine Allen, SBC WMU 


point of fielding missionaries within 
sufficient working funds. Where the 
Foreign Mission Board used to spend 
about 30 percent of its budget on per- 
sonnel support, now that figure is 60 
percent. 


Last year the board managed a 2 
percent increase in the missionary 
force only by trimming back work and 
capital funds. 

Cautiously budgeting to protect the 
2,700 missionaries already under ap- 
pointment, Crawley estimated what 
would happen if the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering grows only its 
normal 12 ~ 


basis, 
Crawley said. ‘‘This would really 
Propel us into Bold Mission. We would 


portunity to write and get closer to the 
Lord. I am much richer for having had 
the experience.” : 

The first time I met Molly I found out 
that she was a person of creativity. She 
was living in Laurel then. She and 
other WMU members of Jones associ- 
ation had sponsored a Bible school at a 
carnival and I wanted to interview her 
so I could write a story for Contempo. 
Not only was she willing to answer 
questions. She planned a morning cof- 
fee at her house and invited other 
women who had shared in the project 
to come and answer questions, too. She 
provided refreshments and enter- 
tainment. I was impressed by her 
warmth, friendliness, and Christian 
dedication. 

Soon afterward she and her husband 
and daughters began their ministry as 
full-time evangelists, using ven- 
triloquism, the magician’s arts, ‘and 
puppets in teaching Bible truths, espe- 
cially to children. They moved from 
Laurel to Moselle, where they still 
live. 

s . "* 

W. D. and I bought our first house 
around 1958 at 3556 North Hines Street 
in Jackson. It was a tiny house, but the 


people who lived there before-us had-- 


been expert gardeners and bdeli 
in the fruits and flowers of their labor. 
North Hines Street will always seem 
like home to me, a place of ‘‘dear 
hearts and gentle people.” 
_ A retired couple lived across the 
street from us — Mr. and Mrs. A. A. 
Drummonds: They were good 
neighbors. She was always reddy to 
listen when I wanted to talk about my 
problems, or to give me advice about 
when to prune my shrubs. When I had 
the flu, she brought hot soup. When 
Daddy was sick and I was away for a 
long time, they took care of my dog. 
After I moved to Clinton, she would 
call me sometimes just to say, “Anne, 
I love you.” I was sad to learn of her 
death last week. But I was glad that 
once I had taken the time — such a 
little time it took — to write and tell her 
how much I appreciated her. 


the gospel. We could appoint more 
career missionaries and assist short- 
term volunteers. We could meet 
human needs. We could expand: our 
agricultural misions programs.” The 
prudent Crawley allows himself a 
gleam of excitement as he tieks off the 
list of dreams. 

Crawley’s charts show that mis- 
sionaries actually have 10 percent less 
purchasing power than they did in 
1967, thanks to inflation. ‘‘The Foreign 
Mission Board never uses deficit 
financing,” he explained. ‘‘When we 
know that the $34 million is in hand, 
then we will launch our bold 


strategies 
“Thirty-four million dollars would 
do it! And of we will need, and 


we can support, many more mis- © 


people dedicate their lives 
to missions, we will 


_teers who are. basically  self- 


supporting on the field. Yet 
the foundational and the 
bulk of the budget is still based on the 
lifetime 


missionary. , 
“Let's not look at what we can buy 
and pat ourselves on the back,” Craw- 
ley warned. “Let's ask whether we 
have done our utmost. That's what the 
Lord commands. If we 
Most;-we'll have Bold 


| do our ut-. 
" 


Kansas-Nebraska 
Elects Lindsay 


R. Rex Lindsay, 40, missions-student 
director for the Kansas-Nebraska Con- 
vention of Southern Baptists, Topeka, 
Kan., has been elected executive direc- 
tor, succeeding Pat McDaniel. Lindsay, a 
native of Oklahoma, joined the conven- 
tion staff in 1971, after about 14 years as 
@ pastor and missionary in the two-state 
area. He served as interim staff coor- 
dinator after McDaniel resigned, July 1, 
‘© join the Southern Baptist Annuity 

oard jn Dallas. (BP) Photo 


RICHMOND (BP) — The Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board ap- 
pointed 24 career missionaries during 
its November meeting here. The board 
also appropriated almost $250,000 to 
meet additional cost-of-living ex- 
penses of missionaries already on the 
field in areas of the world where the 
value of the American dollar is declin- 


ing. : 

In another action, the board voted 
$106,000 from relief and hunger con- 
tributions as the first step in a new 
program to assist people in drought 
areas of West Africa and started look- 
ing for a Mission Service Corps .volun- 
teer to aid in this relief program. 

The 12 couples appointed here bring 
the total of missionaries commis- 
sioned this year to 254 — only 14 short 
of the record 268 for all of last year. 
One more group of missionaries is 
scheduled for appointment this year at 
a special out-of-town service, Dec. 13, 
at Spottswood Baptist Church in Fre- 
dericksburg, Va. 

With the latest. appointments, the 
total Southern Baptist missionary 
force stands at 2,793. As of Dec. 1, with 
thetransfer of former Ethiopian mis- 
sionaries Mr. and Mrs. Dale Beighle to 


Bophuthatswana, Southern Baptists 
will have missionaries in 90 countries 
or territories around the world. 
Bophuthatswana is an African 
homeland of the Tswana 
which is scheduled to gain its nominal 
independence from South Africa in 
December 


Some cost-of-living figures obtained 
in July, when the 1978 budget was pre- 
pared, are now out of date. After ob- 


taining later information, the board ~ 


members were asked to approve an 
additional $247,420 to cover increases 
in 25 different countries or territories. 

The $106,000 West Africa relief and 
hunger appropriation, part of which 
will come from relief funds specifi- 
cally designated for Africa by the 
donors, will be used in Upper Volta. 
The money will aid in the purchase of 
cereal grains and assist in their dis- 


tribution to needy people in the desert 


region of the country, according to W. 
Eugene Grubbs, hunger relief and dis- 
aster response coordinator for the 


* board. He told board members that 


this appropriation is part of a large- 
scale hunger and relief program of 
$300,0% to $500,000 which he believes 
will be urgently needed over the next 


Mississippi Pastor Insists 
He Was “Made For Montana” 


By Judy Touchton 


CONRAD, Mont. — The first winter 
showed Conrad, Mont., townspeople 
bi-vocational pastor Donnie Bond was 
from “‘down South.” 

The road along his 41-mile school bus 
route, frozen for weeks in 20 below zero 
weather, suddenly thawed overnight. 
An inch of soupy mud with ice under- 
neath waited 10 miles north of town 
from the Mississippi pastor and his 
bus. 

At the top of a hill the yellow and 
black bus started spinning and struck 
in the mud. Bond put out acall over the 
Motorola unit installed for emergen- 
cies. Soon a four-wheel-drive vehicle 
arrived — the foreman laughing from 
the sight of Bond, a Mississippi 
farmer, stuck in Montana’s mud. 

The nearly 50 members of Conrad 
Baptist Church, a mission of First 
Baptist Church, Great Falls — in Mon- 
tana, Mississippi’s sister state — 
neyer Jet.Bond forget that morning, 


(Bond (ahd this wife: Dimples were‘ 


transplanted from their farm near 
Progress, Miss., by a ‘‘call to full-time 
mission work in a pioneer area.’’ The 
story about the bus keeps Bond aware 
of the transition the family made. 

“The day we visited the church, May 
4, 1975, the roads were torn up from an 
April blizzard. A car bogged down 
right in front of the church,” 42-year- 
old Bond recalls. “Yet we knew this 
was where the Lord wanted us.” 

While pastoring in Mississippi, Bond 
commuted to Mississippi College to 
work on a teacher’s certificate. ‘We 
figured if we were going to work in 
small churches we might need to 
teach,”’ Bond explains in a-draw] not 
quite southern because of a western 
twang. “The mission has-enough sup- 
port that the bus route is enough for 
now.’ 

Great Falls sends nearly $200 a 
month to the mission. The association 
contributes $100 and an additional $100 


‘ 


Donnie Bond teaches a ban ee 
night Bible study to the co’ of 
Valier Baptist Church which he pastors 
in addition to Conrad. 


He erie > 


Donnie Bond delivers hot lunch to Mrs. McElroy, a shut-in, as part of the Commun-, 
ity Center service project for which he has volunteered. (Photos by Ken Touchton) 


a month for the church in Valier, 25 
miles northwest, which Bond also pas- 
tors. South McComb Baptist Church in 
McComb, Miss., sends $25 a quarter 
for literature and an insurance agent, 
once a church member, sends $20. a 
week. 

The church building was built with 
funds made aVailable from Missis- 
sippi layman Owen Cooper, past pres- 
ident of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion. 

Bond says the bus route isn’t much 
work. Yet he leaves home before 7 a. 
m.—earlier in winter — and returns at 


9:30. a. Then in the afternoon he 
spends an>ther hour and a half — 
someti longer in bad weather. 


The Sdvantages of secular work 
outweigh the disadvantages, Bond be- 
lieves. ‘‘With the school bus, I'm in the 
eyes of a lot of people . . . the kids, the 
parents. It gets meinto the community 
where the people are. Sometimes | 
even drive for school trips.’ 
~“If given a choice,” Bond muses, 
“I'd keep the bus route... atleast for a 
while longer. It keeps me in contact 
with the people. Besides 1 want to look 
like a t resident .. . like I’m 

to stay. ” 

The Conrad church > wean 5 22 


Oh ey 


Bond’s first year, taking the new 
Christians to Great Falls of Valier for 
the service. “Our biggest need is a 
baptistry. Can you imagine a Baptist 
church without a baptistry?”’ 

The family has adjusted to the 
change from Mississippi to Montana. 
Mike will enter college in Missoula, 
Mont,, this year. He had considered 
going back to Mississippi, but ‘‘he fell 
in love with Montana,” says Bond. 
Jim, a tenth grader, assists his dad at 
the Great Falls Rescue Mission once a 
month and is active in the church’s 
music program. 

The Bonds identify with the 
townsfolk — one reason for their ac- 
ceptance in the community, Bond sus- 
pects. The 2,770.citizens are mostly 
farmers, living in town during the 
winter and dry-land farming in the 
summer. 

Bond, who is leasing his Mississippi 
farm, understands the farmers and 
their special needs. This year he even 
attempted a tiny dry-land garden in 
his backyard . . . watering on even or 
odd days of the week according to the 
schedule. 

Even with the extra work of a bus 
route, Donnie Bond insists he “must 
have been made for Montana. I don’t 
have any plans td go back .. . at least to 


“Td just as soon be raptured here as 
in Mississippi.”’ 


Retired Pastor 


William Chester Wyatt, a retired 

minister active in Biloxi civic 

+ ae te amatcme tock 27.He 
was 86. 


He was named the city’s outstanding 
citizen of the year in 1974 by the Biloxi 
Lions Club 


A native of Odenville, Ala, and a vet- 
eran of World War 1, Wyatt served 
Baptist churches in Alabama, 
Louisiana, Arkansas and 


before to Biloxi in 1940, 
worked as safety superintendent 


Foreign Board Appoints 24, 
Acts To Meet Dollar Decline 


i: csi. 

+ A Mission Service Corps volunteer is 
being sought to spend about a year 
working under missionary direction in 
purchasing, transporting, storing and 
distributing grain in this program, 
Grubbs said. 


He and Lewis I. Myers Jr., the 


board's Mission Service Service Corps coor- 
dinator, suggested that this volunteer 
could be a third-year ture or 


Board members also: Invited the 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 
to participate in Brazilian Baptists’ 
eee evangelistic campaign in 
1980. 

They extended the furlough of Mr. 
and Mrs. James W. Cecil, mis- 
sionaries to Hong Kong, through the 
first four months of 1978 and asked 


Cecil to work with the board’s consul- 


tant on laymen overseas beginning 
Jan. 1. During the past year, Cecil has 
-been in Richmond assisting the consul- 
tant on evangelism and church de- 
velopment. 

And then heard Eloise (Mrs. Baker 
J.) Cauthen report that her husband, 
the board’s executive director, is con- 
tinuing to show steady improvement 
toward full recovery from his Sept. 18 
heart attack. She said that Cauthen is 
walking about two miles aday now and 
in general is applying himself pa- 
tiently to ‘‘the job of getting well.” 

Newly appointed missionaries in- 
clude Mr. and Mrs. Donald E. Pirkle of 
Georgia and Mississippi, assi to 
Gaza; and Mr. and Mrs. tay D. 
Spires of Arkansas and Mississippi, to 
Malawi. James E. Hampton, Southern 
Baptist missionary to Tanzania, was 
elected as the new field representative 
for Eastern Africa effective Jan. 1. 

Hampton succeeds John R. Cheyne, 
currently on furlough serving as as- 
sociate coordinator for hunger relief 
and disaster response at the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board’ 's home 
office here. 


Drought Relief 
Planned For 
West Africa 


RICHMOND (BP) — A massive 
drought-relief project is heing started 
ph the Southern Baptist Foreign Mis- 


ord ia agit in relief efforts for, 


West Africa where another 
Acdhn famine appears to be de; 
veloping. 

The first appropriation for cereal 
grain to be delivered to hunger- 
affected people in Upper Volta was 
made at the board’s November meet- 
ing here. W. Eugene Grubbs, the 
board’s coordinator of hunger relief 
and disaster response, brought the re- 
commendation after a survey trip to 
the area early in November. 

Grubbs visited Upper Volta, where 
large-scale efforts will start im- 
mediately, as well as Ghana, Niger, 
Senegal and Mali. 

In Upper Volta, Grubbs cited grain 
shortages of 35 to 50 percent in some 
sectors. This means that,-in some 
areas, grain equal to as much as 50 
percent of the usual harvest must be 
found to keep the people at a mere sub- 
sistence level. 

Senegal in the next few months is 
expected to experience a shortage of 35 
percent of its usual harvest, Grubbs 
reported. Refugees, such as those who 
lived in cornstalk huts near towns dur- 
ing the 1974 famine, have already 
begun to move into areas around 
Senegal’s'cities with the hope of find- 
ing food. 

If conditions worsen, volunteer med- 
ical teams may be needed for two to 
three weeks at a time to provide basic 
medical treatment for these refugees 
and other malnourished persons. 

Southern Baptist missionaries in 
Upper Volta are already working in 
cooperation with other evangelical 
groups to arrange for food distribu- 
tion. Grubbs said this distribution will 
be one of the biggest challenges in the 
West Africa relief effort. 


declare oe 


“He that serves God for money will 
serve the Devil for better wages.” 
Roger L’Estrange, 1692. 


ubder Ore domination of things, 
is under the domination of things; 

too are slaves who, having no money, 
are unha from the lack of it.” 
George Donald, Unspoken Ser- 
mons, 1869. 


Dies At Biloxi 


Ingalls Shipbuilding from 1942 to 1947 


nt 


Convention Board Officers 


R. Raymond Lloyd, center, pastor of First Church, Starkville, was elected president 
of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board during its annual post-convention meet- 
ing. Clark McMurray, right, pastor of First Church, Pascagoula, was elécted vice- 
president. Roy Myers, left, pastor of Mt. Zion Church, Independence, was named 


secretary (Story on pages 1 and 6). 


Sadat Visit Gives Hope 
For Peace, Baptists Say 


By Elizabeth Smith 


JERUSALEM, Israel (BP) — Is- 
raeli Baptists view Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar El-Sadat’s visit as a ‘‘good 
and courageous step” that gives new 
hope of real peace in the Middle East. 

As the Egyptian leader prayed in the 
Al Aksa Mosque near the site of the 
ancient-Jewish temple, Baptists 
gaffiered with other Christian groups 
not far away at the Garden Tomb out- 
side the ancient walls of the Old City. 
They prayed for Sadat, for the success 
of his talks with Israeli leaders, and for 
peace in the Middle East. 

Other prayers for peace were voiced 
in mosques, synagogues and churches 
throughout Israel. 

Fuad Sakhnini, chairman of the na- 
tional organization of Baptist 
churches in Israel, summed up the- 
feeling here this way: ‘Although it has 
left some Arab states confused, 
Sadat’s visit was a good and courage- 
ous step.” 

“We welcome anything which con- 
tributes to peace and mutual under- 
standing,’’ he added. ‘‘We hope that it 
will lead toward permanent peace.” 

Baptists of Arab background in 
Galilee expressed respect for the 
my tres leader’s courage in comi 
to Israel, af welf as respect'for fsa 
Prime Minister Menahem 
they Tell’ is ‘a strong personal 

This new situation of t amen t re 
ing Beet tack ‘underitanling eat 
other and discussing concrete pts 6 
bring peace has lifted the spirits of the 
people,"’ said Dale G. Thorne, ad- 
ministrator of the Baptist Convention 
in Israel. 


», Who" 


Israel and Egypt have been at war 
since Israel became a nation in 1948. 
Sadat told reporters that he still has to 
consider the nations at war, but that 
this is a step toward possible: peace. 
This is the first visit of an Egyptian 
president to Israel since the beginning 
of the war. 

Sermons and reports throughout the 
Sunday of Sadat’s visit reflected the 
excitement and hope that this initia- 
tive will bring peace. Afternoon busi- 
ness sessions at the annual Conference 

Israeli Baptists, meeting in 
reth, were delayed to allow the 
delegates from 11 churches and cen- 
ters to see the broadcast of speeches in 
the Knesset on television in the au- 
ditorium at the Nazareth Baptist 
School 

Special services were held on both 
Saturday and Sunday as Baptist con- 
gregations met in such places as the 
Baptist Village in Petah Tiquva. 

Some Baptists here see significance 
in the fact that Sadat’s visit coincided 
with the celebration of the Muslim‘ 
feast, Id Al-Adha, commemorating 
Abraham’s sacrifice. 

Others pointed out that the scripture 
portion being read in the synagogues 


durin, the 3, ends WINS yR Meany 


coat He edt tis Brother Esau for their 


fxs tars) Yt 


a game women recalled. , 
they gathered from all i a 
on Nov. 6, they offered special prayers 
for peace. 

Elizabeth (Mrs. James W.) Smith is 
Southern Baptist press representative 
for Israel. 


Grandson Of Slave Elected 
Chicago-Metro Moderator 


HARVEY, Ill. (BP) — A local Bap- 
tist minister, who is the grandson of a 
slave, was elected moderator of the 
Chicago-Metropolitan Baptist Associ- 
ation, at the organization’s 25th annual 
meeting here. 


Pastor Herbert L. Holmes of Univ- 
ersal Baptist Church here is the first 
black moderator of a local association 
affiliated with the Illinois Baptist State 
Association, a Southern Baptist body. 


Holmes recently told a meeting of 
moderators and missions directors, 
“About three years ago, I learned 


about Southern Baptists in Chicago, 
was given information about how to 
come into the Chicago Metro Associd 
tion, and found an open door. 

“In less than three years, we've 
been accepted in the state convention, 
found Christian fellowship, and I've 
been elected moderator of the associa- 
tion,’’ Holmes stated. ‘“‘The Lord is 
doing things through Southern Bap- 
tists."” 

The Chicago Association has 11 pre- 
dominantly black churches, among 
more than 90 churches in its fellow- 
ships. 


Parkway Breaks Ground 


Ground was broken Sunday at Parkway Church, Jackson, for a $2 million au- 
ditorium to seat 1,200 persons and to replace the auditorium built in 1942 which seats 
650. Those participating in the ground breaking were, left to right, Leonard Van 
Zandt; Lee Hancock, James Hall; Mrs. Cohen Robertson; Hiram Powell, chairman of 
the church planning and expansion committee; Bill Causey, pastor; Glen Calloway, 
chairman of deacons; Eddie Kinchen. ‘Together We Build" chairman; Sandy Sen- 
difer; W. R. Bryant; W. R. Storie; and Bethel Ferguson. The new structure will be the 
seventh in the 50-year history of the church, which is still located on its original site. A 
new Sunday Schoo! record of 1,540 was attained on ground breaking day. Parkway 
Church has a membership of 3,500 dha Sunday School enrollment of 2,572. Causey 


is the fourth pastor. 


“Mary Remembers” 


The Music and Drama 


Departments of Pascagoula’s Calvary Church will 


present an original Christmas dramatic musical entitled, “MARY REMEM- 


BERS” be ied cyanate at? p.m: 


“MARYR 
of Christ from | 
Owen Stokes, 


Bini vargt vy Laluia ebnclinoioc tees 
to CROSS. Burkes, with her co-chairmen Mr. and Mrs. 
their committees, have produced live scenes for two portable 


stages; made props and costumes for the production. 


Mrs. Byron Mathis, director of the Sanctuary Choir, has set the drama to 


music. Accompanists for the choir are Vickie Hollingsworth, organist, and An- 
nette Graham, pianist. Buddy Mathis and James Miller will serve as narrators. 


Byron Mathis is pastor. 
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NAMES li. NEWS 


! 
La 
Randy Weeks of Madison has 

announced the released of his first 
Christian recording with Rainbow 
Sound, Inc. of Dallas, Tex. His 
‘‘mini album”’ entitled ‘‘Rise 

Again’’ consists of four Christian 
songs. Weeks is a 1977 graduate of 
the School of Church Music of Wil- 
liam Carey College. While there 
he served as youth director of 
Temple Church and as booking 
agent for the Christian singing 
group: “Charity.” Weeks has also 
served in First Church, Ridge- 

* land, as minister of music and 
youth. For copies of the record or 

| concert information, write Randy 
Weeks, P. O. Box 165, Madison, 
MS 39110. (Phone: 856-6197). 
Weeks is the son of Col. and Mrs. 
‘Shed Weeks of Madison. 
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Receiving a certificate and pin 
for 16 years perfect attendance in 
Sunday School 
Jackson, on the left. On the right 


is Michelle 


Pearl River Association 


Gene G. Pierce, associate in the 
Church Training Department, 
Mississippi Baptist Convention 
Board, from 1953 to 1965¢died last 
week of a heart attack. He was 56. 
The funeral was Nov. 30 in Harri- 
man, Tenn. A native of Tennes- 
see, Pierce graduated from 
Carson-Newman College and New 
Orleans Seminary. During World 
War II he served as operations of- 
ficer with the Navy Air Corps: 


Joe Snyder, missionary to 
Kenya, will be speaker for the 
Christmas banquet at First 
Church, Tupelo, on Dec. 9, in the 
new Christian Life Center. Adult 
Sunday School departments will 
provide the food. Young people 
and adults will also hear a prog- 
ram of Christmas music. 


Shirley Jackson, missionary to 
Brazil, has completed furlough 
and returned to tbe field (ad- 
dress: Caixa 950-ZC-00, 20000 Rio 
de Janeiro, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil). Bornin Bentonville, Ark., 
she grew up near Natchez, Miss. 


Mary Joe Stewart, missionary 
to Ecuador, may be addressed at 
Casilla 3236, Guayaquil>Ecuador. 
She is a native of Caesar, Miss.‘ ', 


Raymond Fitts, father of Mar- 
vin E. Fitts, missionary to Peru, 
died Oct. 20 in Pontotoc, Miss. 
Missionary Fitts is a native of 
Pontotoc County, Miss., and his 
wife is the former Jean Carlisle of 
Lucy, Tenn. They may be addres- 
sed at Apartado 810, Trujillo, 
Peru. 


Bill and Ann Scott, former resi- 
dents of Greenwood and former 
members of First Church, 
, Greenwood, now live at 120 Oak 
: Drive, Spencer, W.Va. 25276.'He 
, is pastor of Hillcrest Baptist 

Church at Spencer. She is a native 
} of Leflore County and attended 


Clarke College. % 


; 


Pictured are those who re- 
ceived perfect attendance pins in 
Sunday School at Brewer Church, 
Perry County. Front row, I-r: Tim 
Odom, four years; Mark Smith, 
six years; Dawn Smith, four 
years; back row, l-r: Ellen Henry 
six years; Terri Broome, two 
years; Lisa Smith, eight years. 
John W. Henry is pastor. 


Thursday, December 8, 1977 : 


Mrs. Byron Mathis, Laurie Burkes, and Choir President Fred Smith, discuss plans 


for “MARY REMEMBERS” with actor R. T. Wade. 


Frances Yarbrough died 
Thursday, Nov. 24, and was 
buried Friday, Nov. 25, at 3 p.m. 
at Hillcrest Cemetery in Petal. 
She was the wife of Jimmy Yar- 
brough, pastor of Temple Church, 
Petal. Survivors include her hus- 
band, three daughters, three 
granddaughters, and one grand- 
son. The daughters, all married to 
preachers, are Kathy Brooks, 
wife of the pator of First Church, 
Grand Isle, La.; Brenda McHan, 
wife of the pastor of Mesa Church, 
Tylertown; and Miriam- Cul- 
bertson, whose husband is in 
school. 


THE MEN'S SOFTBALL team of the First Church of Terry, finished their 
season with a 10-1 record, winning first place trophy for Division Ill of the 
Hinds-Madison Baptist Association League. Members of the team pictured 
are, front row, Ray Barfield, Kenny Granberry, Chip Bridgers and. Doug 
Broome. Back row, from left, Freddie Brister, Mike Hennington, Tim Ward, 
Howard Granberry, Donald Savell and Charles Granberry. Other members 
of the team ara Ronnie Cohn, Steven Jones, Wayne Peoples, Carlton 
Owéfis, Mike Witherington, Bruc® Hennington, Greg Wilson, David Hester 
and Butch ‘Cafféy. The team is cbached by Tim Ward. : 


t J 

Hobson Frank Smith, pastor of 
Mountain Creek Church, Flor- 
ence was named in Who’s Who in 
Religion in the 1977 edition. He is 
the son of Lamar and Mary Hob- 
son Smith of Mt. Olive. He is mar- 
ried to the former Shirley Griffith 
and they have two sons. 


David Frederick Williams was 
licensed to preach by First 
Church, North Fort Myers, Fla., 
on Sept. 11. 
Age 15 and a 
sophomore at 
Hampden 
DuBose 
Academy, he 
is the son of 
H. Fred and 
= “— Norma  Wil- 

% oO liams. His fa- 
Williams ther formerly 
was pastor in Mississippi, at 
Glade Church, Laurel, and 
East Howard Church, Biloxi ahd 
now is pastor of First Church, 
North Fort Myers. David is the 
grandson of Mrs. C. M. Williams 
of First Church, Olive Branch. 


Maynard W. Rhodes, deacon at 
Glenfield Church, New Albany, 
for 23 years, died of a heartattack 
on Monday, Nov, 14, atage 62. The 
funeral was held Nov. 16 at Glen- 
field Church, Jimmy Russell, pas- . 
tor, officiating. Rhodes was a:re- 
tired employee of Irwin B. 
Schwabe Co. Survivors include 
his wife, Myrtle of New Albany; 
one son, Kenneth, of St. 
Petersburg, Fla.; two daughters, 
Joann Wright of Jacksonville, 
Ark., and Joyce Develin of 
Lexington, Miss.; his mother, 
Ethel Edwards Rhodes of Blue 
Mountain; four brothers; four sis- 
ters; and six grandchildren. 


é Sh i: 


Jimmie D. Garrard was hon- 
ored with a Pastor’s Appreciation 
Day by the members of Bethany 
Church at Whynot, on November 
13. Garrard was called to Bethany 
in June, 1970. The church pre- 
sented to him a special plaque in 
appreciation for seven years’ ser- 
vice, and a love offering. Before 
receiving his BA degree from Wil- 
liam Carey College, Garrard at- 
tended Clarke College. He has 
also completed 30 graduate faurs 
at New Orleans Seminary. 
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Convention 


Board... 


(Cont. from p. 1) 


elected as secretary of the Executive 
Committee. 

Simmons has been activities direc- 
tor for the Harrisburg Church for 
about 64% years. He is a native of Kos- 
ciusko, where he attended public 


. Grady 
Simmons, and his wife is the former 


Warol Cheek of Kosciusko. 

He was a staff worker at Gulfshore 
in 1967 and was assistant activities di- 
rector at Woodland Hills Church in 
Jackson in 1968 and 1969 while attend- 


in Mississippi in 1968, 1989, on) 1970. 
He is a graduate of Southwestern 


Seminary. j 

Kermit D. McGregor |new chairman 
of the Education Commission, re- 
ported for the . The Board 
adopted all commission'recommenda- 
tions. They included the following: 

For the 1978 college fund distribution 
53 per cent will be for administration, 
40 percent will be for instruction, and 7 
percent will be for special purposes. 
The 7 percent will be divided 6.5 per- 
cent for ministrial student enrollment 
and .5 percent for support of the com- 
mission. 

For the colleges the division will be 
13. 5 percent of the total for Blue Mou 
tain, 12.2 percent for Clarke, 44 
cent for Mississippi College, and 29: 8 
percent for William Carey. 

The Capital Needs fund, a total of 
$1.5 million, will be divided 14.3 per- 
cent to Blue Mountain, 12.9 percent to 
Clarke, 47.8 percent to Mississippi Col- 
lege, and 25 percent to William Carey. 

The report revealed that. for this 
year in full-time equivalent students 
Blue Mountain has 267, Clarke has 157, 
Mississippi College has 2,438, and Wil- 
liam.Carey has 1,513. 

Of ministerial students, Blue Moun- 
tain has 82,-down from 84 last year; 
Clarke has 47, down from 48 last year; 
Mississippi College has 151, the same 
as last year; and William Carey has 
207, up from 152 last year. 

In nursing students Mississippi Col- 
lege has 140 and William Carey has 


w iedibeoeas for the board’s six 
committees were made. Joe 
McKeever is chairman of the Assem- 
wis and Camp Programs Committee; 

the members are Beverly Tinnin, 
Marcus Alexander, Eugene H. Turner, 
Jimmy McGee, and James Hurt. 

James Yates is chairman of the 
Budget and Cooperative Program 
Promotion Committee; and the mem- 


bers. are Robert Dent, Brooks Wester,. .} . 


John Lee Taylor, Frank Pollard, and 
Howard Taylor. 

Powell Ogletree is chairman of the 
piv rman eaters Advisory 
Committee; and the members are R. 
A. Coulter, Mrs, Charles Lewis, Lloyd 
Metts, Walter Yeldell,and Mel Craft. 

Mrs. Larry Otis is chairman of the 
Missions and Evangelism Committee; 
and the members are Billy Roby, 
Plemon Ming, Roy McHenry, Thomas 
Hall, and William Smith. 

Tom Hudson is chairman of the New 
Church Expansion Committee; and 
the members are Mrs. Charles Tyler, 
Charles Dampeer, Earl Ezell, Herbert 
Kinmon, and Ed North. 

P. A. Michel is chairman of the Pas- 
toral - Church Building Aid Commit- 
tee; and the members are Billy Bal- 
lard, Frank Rush, Charles Gilbert, 
Robett Self, and Mrs. Leo Murray. 


(Convention Board officers picture 
on page 5.) 


© QAPTISTRIES 
° Binetar 
HEATERS 


Write tor tree 
color brechure 


This announcement is neither an 
offer to sell nor @ soliciatation of an 
offer to buy these securities. The of- 
fering is made only by propectus. 


FIRST 
MORTGAGE 
” REAL ESTATE 
CHURCH BONDS 
ON 
MISSISSIPPI 
AND 
TENNESSEE 
CHURCHES 


Variable interest 
Rates Offered 


8% «:.. 


Maturing 1 to 4¥2 years., 


812% ~. 


Maturing 5 to 8¥ years 


9% «:. 


Maturing 9 to 12 years 


91 7 = 


Denominations of $5000.00 
$1000.00, $500.00, $250.00 
and $100.00 offered 
on most issues 


Call Collect For 
information Or Prospectus 
(601) 948-1920 


Or Write 
CHURCH FINANCE, INC. 
518 E. Capitol Street 

Suite 202 
Jackson, MS. 39205 


Member of Securities 
Investor Protection Corporation 


HEADQUARTERS 


FOR ALL TYPES OF 
School & Church Furniture 


§ Complete stock of chairs, tables, desks and 
furnishings for Classroom, Library, Sunday 
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; Pirkles Appointed 


(Continued from page 1) 


School, Auditorium Cafeteria and every 
School and Church use. ” 


EVERYTHING FOR 


MISSISSIPPI! 
THE scHO. 


Staff C hanges 


c. Wayne Neal 


Center. 
Under his leadership a new church 
building was constructed with 
and property totaling $125,000. The 
church now has 201 resident members. 
Neal, a native of Columbus, is a 
te of Mississippi College and 
Seminary. 
Neal formerly served three years as 


He and his family reside at 836 Jay 
Street, New Albany. 


Billy McClellan has been called as 
Goadicwen tS aeea 
son of the late R. B. McClellan, Sr. 
a“ Irma B. McClellan of Greenwood. 


Oa Le 
of the New Hope Church in Vardaman. 
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. C. H. 


fed ie former Pa La. He is mar- 
the former Patricia Lacki of 


Larry Moore is the new pastor of 
Hebron Chiirch in Lauderdale County. 


Church, Vicksburg. 
He will be available 


636-9357 or 636-7349 
4 by mail | aad 
lontaign ve, 
Messer = Vicksburg. In the 
three years he has been pastor at High- 
land, there have been 307 additions. 
Cooperative Program gifts have 
from A adhd ety dh ay 
mission giving has grown from 

euratete $25 236.00. 


Crowder Church has called Steve 
director. War- 

and the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Travis Warren. He is 
attending the University of Mississippi 


where he will graduate next spring. He 
attended Holmes Junjor College ona 
. football scholarship. 

Warren is married to the former 
Carolyn Caffey. Before going to Crow- 
der he served as minister of music- 
youth at Pope Church 

Truman D. Scarborough is pastor at 
Crowder. 


Pirkle was born in Pontotoc, Miss., 
and grew up near Marks, Miss. 

She received her associate of arts 
,degtee from Clarke College, N 
Miss., and also attended Blue M 
tain (Miss.) College, and Mississippi 
College. 

Mrs. Pirkle was a summer worker in 
Glend[ve, Mont., with a volunteer mis- 
sion program. She also has worked as 
a secretary for insurance agents. 

The Pirkles have three children. 
Patrick Donald was born in 1968; 
Michael Kevin, 1969; and Pamela 
Nicole, 1975. 


Clarke Young People Most In 
Separate “M? Night Program 


Youth of Clarke County Association 
held their own separate meeting Nov. 
28, for “M” Night at First Church, 
Quitman. Billy Ray Blackwell, Youth 
director of the association, indieated 
that it was the first time they hadever 
done so. 

More than 76 young people met inthe 
fellowship hall under diregtion of Billy 
Ray Blackwell, with Al , Léakes- 
ville, as guest speaker ‘ 

Blackwell later reported, Fike, a 
student in New Orleans Seminagg, did 
a superb job in challenging the 
people to become evangelistic 
nessing and living and 7eon- 
gregationalizing those with 
come in contact. Over three-fourths of 


the young people made some kind of 
commitment." 

The youth choir was made up of 56 
young people from throughout the 
county. The choir was directed by Mrs. 
Roderick McRee. 


There were 221 in attendance at 
Clarke County ‘“M" Night. Others be- 
sides the youth remained in the 
sanctuary for promotion and worship 
under direction of Dennis Kennedy, 
Church Training director. They heard 
Speaker Len Turner, pastor of Colo- 
nial Heights Church, Jackson. 


DeSoto Church won the efficiency 


banner with 43% of, the enrolment. © 


First, Stonewall had 31 in attendance. 


Sie School Supply Co 


LOK 


ISSISSIPPI 


Spacious bedroom « Color TV 


18-holes Golf Daily on one of 7 courses 


Gaity after three nights 
3 Breakfasts * 3 Dinners + Enjoy steak, from Sept. 1 to Aug. 31, 1978 
Arrangements available for 


Prime Rib, Lobster Tail 


4 


In-releasing seasonal tings to 
friends of children wartdhere The 
Baptist Children’s Village’ has em- 
phasized 1077 Holiday Fund needs. 

The Holiday Fund represents an ap- 
pee to friends of the child care agency 
‘or cash gifts in the period from 
Thanksgiving day to New Year’s day, 
each year. - 


to the administration at 
The Children’s Village, cash gifts to 
this fund represent support to a vital 
part of the Village ministry at a criti- 


Upon This 


cal time of the year. Holiday Fund 
gifts are allocated to the food ead milk 
needs of Village boys and girls 
throughout the year, after modest 
sums have been used to provide pre- 
sents for the children at Christmas. 
Village sources indicate that: in- 
flated food costs, together with ex- 
panded Village services to children in 
its North Mississippi operations have 
combined to render the 1977 Holiday 
Fund appeal an especially critical re- 
quest for help. It is said that there will 
literally be no traditional Christmas 


On November 13, 1977 McLaurin Heights Church observed ground breaking cere- 
monies for their proposed new auditorium and family life center and actual construc- 
tion began November 22. The contract price was $522,153 and was awarded to Ralph 
L. Dickerson Construction Co. of Jackson. Completion date.is.setifor November 21, 
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Bobby Crawford of Pearl was the architect: Robert Miles the Building Plans Com- 
mittee chairman, and Helen McHenry, the secretary. The members of the committee 
are shown at the ground breaking in the lower photo. Left to right are J. C. Renfrow, 
Tommy Scoggin, Mary Libby Payne, C. E. Bailey, Robert Miles, Curtis L. Williams, 
pastor, J. Cecil Jones, Helen McHenry, Bobby Crawford. 

In a building fund campaign earlier in the year the membership pledged $186,911 
to be given over a period of three years. This money will meet 36% or more than a 
third of the total building coast: M. F. Duncan, at left in the upper photo, was director 
of this campaign. With him in the picture is the pastor, Curtis L. Williams. The building 
fund campaign was provided as a Cooperative Program ministry by the Stewardship 
Department of the Mississippi Baptist Convention Board. ‘ 


Merry Makers Visit 
Canada, New England 


The Merry Makers Club of Harris- 
burg Church, Tupelo, recently spon- 
sored an eight-day trip to the north- 
eastern part of the United States and 
into Canada. Thirty-five people com- 
prised the group that enjoyed this trip 
which was planned to capture the 
beauty of the fall foliage at its peak. 

This trip, directed by Frank Sim- 
mons, activities director, and Rachel 
McCarver, fellowship consultant of 
the Family Life Center Committee at 
Harrisburg, had been in the planning 
Stages for a couple of years: 

The Merry Makers Club at Harris- 
burg is the retired and above 55 group 
to whom the church ministers through 
the recreation program. The club is 
made up of many members with diffe- 
rent backgrounds who join together to 
meet for fellowship and enjoy the 


common bond of Christian love and - 


concern. 


Fairchilds Of 
Moselle Cancel 
Trip To India 


Molly’, aud yes peuced. 
ev; ts from Moselle, have can- 
celled the mission trip to India that 
they had planned for this December. 


childs loqui: : > 
through ventriloquism, 

pets and other forms of motivational 
entertainment. 


Molly was in bed for several months, 
with a back but is now much 
better-and is able to resume work 
again. However, her doctor 
her not to try the trip to India this year. 


“The purpose of a trip was 
threefold,"’ Simmons said, ‘‘(1) to pro- 
vide a time of Christian fun and fellow- 
ship together, (2) to strengthen each 
other spiritually through caring and 
sharing, (3) to admire the handiwork 
of God’s creation that will deepen our 
love for Him and in turn encourage us 
to serve Him ih a more productive 
manner.” 

The trip began early on a Saturday 
with a bus ride to Memphis where the 
group boarded a jet for New York. 
“Our group found New York to be a 
fascinating city,’’ Simmons reported. 
“We were in the city on a Sunday 
morning and some of the group at- 
tended the Marble Collegiate Church 
where Norman Vincent Peal is the 
senior minister.” 

The following Monday they began 
\their New England - Canadian Adven- 
ture tour. The trip carried them across 
all of the New England States, except 
Vermont, and into Quebec province 
where they visited Quebec City, Trois 
Rivieres/and Montreal. 

The final day’s journey included a 
scenic drive through the Adirondack 
Mountains and eastern New York. 

“This day of travel was one of the 
prettiest in terms of seeing the beauti- 
ful colors fall,” Simmons said. ‘“The 
cool, crisp autumn air, spiced with 
beautiful scenery, truly made the trip 
a memorable experience. 

“Fellowshipping, caring, sharing, 
and worshipping were all part of 
experience. Everywhere we were re- 
minded of our faith in and the om- 
nipresence of our God. Singing hymns 
of the Christian faith also took ona new 
meaning. As we stood on the Atlantic 
coast fear Portland, Maine, whereone 
of the first light houses was ever built, 
the words of “Let the Lower Lights Be 
Burning” became alive in our hearts. 

“In Quebec City, we toured a histor- 


ical battlefront area along the St. — 


Lawrence River. As we twisted 
turned in and out of this area, 
commented that words 


| Children’s Village Asks For. 
- Larger Gifts To Holiday Fund 


terial 


Mississippi 
Convention with residential group 
in the Jackson area and at 
Farrow Manor campus in Tate Coun- 
ty, with a satellite home in New Al- 
bany, and foster homes throughout the 
state. : 


While the Village receives a portion 
of operating needs from.a Cooperative 
Program allocation, it is dependent 
upon designated giving for more than 
70% of its basic and minimum needs. 
Interested individuals are urged to 
address further inquiry to: The Bap- 
tist Children’s Village, P.O. Box 11308, 
Jackson, Mississippi, 39213, telephone 
No. 922-2242, or send their contribu- 
tions to that same address. 


(Reprinted from ‘“The Last Word, a 
Woman’s Privilege’’ by ‘Wilda 
Fancher, December 24, 1972, by re- 


quest.) “i 


This week a beautiful letter came, 
saying, after telling me the cir- 
cumstan of the death of their 
ninéteen-yea old son last spring. 
“Could you write acolumn for all of the 

who have Jost loved ones this 
year? home isgad and our holiday 
will be lonely.” 

Death has not walked so close to'me 


that brother, sister, parent, child, or §°<=>¢—<=== 0 <amm-ecm 0 em 0 em em em 0 0 ee 0 0 0 ee ee ee ee ee 


BIBLE DRILL 
Children’s Bible Drill and Youth Bible Drill 


husband joined him as he passed. He 
has seemed to hover over each of our 
boys, in turn, sofhave fought back and 
struggled against the possibility of 
death. Only to that fullness of under- 
standing amv! able to sympathize with 
people grieving through the death ex- 
perience. In all my years as a pastor’s 
wife, I never learned what to say or 
how to act in the presence of death- 
grief. 

Now I hardly know what to write. IfI 
knew words which could be caressing 
and tender to reach into your heart like 
finger tips and massage away the pain 
which must be a million times worse’ 
than muscle cramps, I. would write 
them. 


If I knew words which could keep 
your breath from backing up into your 
throat when you have to pick up a plate 
because you forgot and set the table for 
everyone, I would write them. 


If I knew words which would keep 

the tears from dropping onto your coat 

you see someone at a distance 

who looks like them, I would write 
them. ; 


If I knew words that could keep 
evcrybody from walking or whistling 
or g of talking like he did, | 
weal write them. 

If I knew words ‘which would make it 
easier for you to swallow his fayorite 
food, or hear his favorite song, or walk 
into his room, or give away his posses- 
sions, I would write them. 


But if I knew all these words, and I 
wrote them, and they did what I said 
they would do, I would have robbed 
you, for I would have taken away your 
memories of him. 


Next to live music, a record is the best 
thing; next to a live person, memories 
are the best.thing. Without the music 
there could have been no record; with- 
out the person there would be no 
memories. Like music with joyful st- 
rains suddenly replaced by haunting 
melodies, like music with haunt- 
ing melodies suddenly replaced by 
joyful strains, your relationship goes 
on every day. 

If James dies before I do, probably 
the most difficult time of day for me 
will be the time wheri I go to the post 
office and there is no letter from him. 
He has written to me almost daily 
when he is away. But I will, for awhile, 
I’msure, go home and read some of the 
letters from him that I have saved and 
remember gratefully the love that 
prompted those letters. 

On this Christmas Day, every ache 
will be deeper and every pain will be 
sharper. It would seem totally proper 
to me that you weep a little while, but 
not all day. As you weep, it would seem 

, also, to let the joyful 
strain of faith in Christ well up in your 
heart and wipe your tears away with 
ton happy memories. Bring out a 

ew not-so-happy memories, too, 
for it is unrealistic to remember some- 
one as having been perfect. 


; Corrie ten Boom 


Undergoes Pace 


Maker Operation 


OLD TAPPAN, N. J.— November 22 

_ — ten Boom, the beloved 85 

‘ar - old author, had a highly success- 

a i cose maker operation last month. 
Doctors urged Corrie to go ¢nrough the 

“operation because her pulse was regis- 


wonderful for me, but there is still so 
Touch work to do here, so I accepted 
the latter thankfully.” With Christian 
Courage, Corrie endured the painful 
Operation without general anaesthetic 
and had to lie absolutely still for two 
hours. “There were four times when I 
thought that I could not bear it. Then I 
Saw a hand pierced by a nail, and I 
could thank the Lord Jesus for the far 
worse pain which he suffered for my 
sins. It made me quiet and thankful,” 
Corrie writes. 

Counting her blessings, she says, “I 
am still rather weak, but I am enjoying 
a heart which beats a regular 72 per 
minute. My pulse is checked with the 
doctor’s office through the telephone. 
What wonderful technical ability! The 
Bible says, in Psalm 139, ‘You discern 
mythoughts from afar.’ That is impor- 
tant. You and I are in God’s ‘intensive 
care’ day and night.” 


Valley Core 
Company 


The Clean Energy People 


NEWTON 
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To help workers enlist and train children and youth to participate in the Children’s Bible Drill and/or the youth 


Bible Drill. 


NATCHEZ 
Parkway Church ,,., 
YAZOO CITY BRANDON 

First Church First Church 

FOREST CRYSTAL SPRINGS Mrs. Vivian Reeves 
Forest Church First Church Jackson 


Thursday, December 8, 1877 


ROSEBERRY PIANO HOUSE 


13% E. Front St., Hattiesburg, Ms 39401 (601) 583-0245 
Special 


Free Delivery 


Church Terms Available 


Can believe 
the Readlines? | 


Is Anita Bryant some 
kind of monster who 
hates homosexyals, as 
the newspapers would 
seem to have us believe? 
Or is she a cou: 
Christian who 
the gay lifestyle as 
counter to God's law? 
As sin? 

Here's the complete 
story —in her own words 
— of a woman who has 


izes 


put her career on the line for the future of her 


children —and yours. 
Vital readi 
to take a stan 


for all Christians who want 
on this crucial issue. 


The Anita Bryant Story 


$6.95 (Cloth) 


Visit your Baptist Book Store 
or order from the Baptist Book Store 
or Mail Order Center serving you. 
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December 12-13, 1977 


Monday Tuesday . = 


MERIDIAN 


Baptist Center 
enus 
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Starting Time: 7:00 p.m. 


Purpose 


Target Group 


Leaders of Youth departments (ages 12-14) 


Persons selected to promote. and conduct the Children’s 


Bible Drill or Youth Bible Drill 
Associational Children’s Leaders 
Associational Youth Leaders 
Pastors and Ministers of Education 
Staff persons responsible for youth and/or 

childhood education 
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NOW AVAILABLE TO AGES 64 AND OVER 


Street 
City 


oN 


| 
Leaders of Children’s departments (ages 9-11) 
e 


Guaranteed Issue 


All pre-existing conditions covered 
Immediately—No waiting period 
MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 


(Policy Form 376) 


Helps pay what Medicare doesn’t pay 


Benefits for 


@ Hospital @ Doctor @ Surgeon @ Nurse @ Skill 
Nursing Home or Extended Care Facility 


@ Prescription Drugs & Medicines at Home 
For Full Information, Fill out coupon and Mail To: 


Equitable Life and Casualty Insurance Co. 
E. F. Hutton Insurance Agency 


P. 0. Box 5720 
Jackson, Ms. 39208 


| | 


State 


Life And Casualty Ins. Co. Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Just F or The Recore 


GROUNDBREAKING services were held recently for a new sanctuary and educa- 
tional building at HOUSTON ROAD CHURCH, LAUREL. Pictured, at the ceremonies, 
front row, from left: Cliff Padgett, pastor; Maurice Flowers, Jones County director of 
missions; Marvin Gavin, chairman of deacons; Roger Pruitt, chairman building 
committee; Otis Whatley, oldest church member; Leon Massey; Giendor Dennis; 
back row, from left: Jesse Blackwell, Sunday Schoo! director; John M. Foye; Tom 
Henderson; M. G. Smith. 

There are 150 resident members at Houston Road 

With the help of the South Laurel Church, the Jones County Association, Missis- 
sippi Baptist Convention Board and members of Houston Road, the building and 
Property valued at approximately $48,000 is debt free at the present time. 

The building fund drive has resulted in over $50,000 in cash and approximately 
$30,000 in pledges. 


EAST SALEM CHURCH, LEAKESVILLE, recently had a dedication service for their 
church bus. SHADY GROVE CHURCH, LUCEDALE, donated the bus to East Salem; 
then East Salem members united in an effort to raise the money to have the bus 
completely reconditioned. Troy Smith, far right, is East Salem pastor. 
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Members of the Fulton Baptist Stu- 
dent Union shared their testimonies, 
songs, and what BSU meant to them 
with the Guntown and Valley Grove 
congregations Sunday, November 6. 
Angie Edwards, Ray Scott, Gregg 
Thomas, and Julia Watson spoke that 
morning at Guntown. Kathy Dallas, 
Ray Scott, and Barry Swartz shared 
their experiences with the group at 
Valley Grove. Special music included 
“When I Think of The Cross’’pre- 
sented by Gregg Thomas; 
‘Bethlehem, Galilee, Gethsemane” 
by Julia Watson and Barry Swartz; 
and selections by the choir. 


The Woman’s Missionary Union of 
First Church, Tupelo, presented “Her 
Lengthened Shadow,” a play about 
Lottie Moon, on Dec. 7, at 7:15 p.m. 


The Baptist Women of Broadmoor 
Church, Jackson, have adopted a holi- 
day project involving acts of Christian 
friendship for internationals. Marge 
Mikell is in charge. The object is to 
encourage Broadmoor members to in- 
vite internationals to their homes for a 
meal and fellowship. 


A prayer retreat was held-at 
Philadelphia Church in Lafayette 
County recently. Earl Beeler, pastor, 
directed the program. 


Bellevue Church (Lamar) will ob- 
serve homecoming day on Dec. 11, the 
church's 25th anniversary. Services 
will begin with Sunday school at 9:45 
and continue with morning worship at 
11. An afternoon service will begin at 
1:30, following lunch at the church. 
James L. Yates is thé pastor. 


Mt. Zion Church, Rankin County, 
has invited Glenn Wiggins, a former 
pastor, to bring the morning message 
on homecoming day, Dec. 11. A former 
music minister at Mt. Zion, Richard 
Sullivan, will lead the singing. Lunch 
will be served in the fellowship hall. 
Sunday School begins at 10. The after- 
noon service will feature The Singing 
Policemen, a gospel group from the 
Jackson Police Department. Nick 
Spring is the pastor. 


“You cannot love money and your 
brethren at the same time.” — 
Emmmanuel Suhard. 


Sunda Gehieal ‘Leacou: Life And Work For December 11 


The Good Shepherd 


“~ 


By Bill Duncan, Long Beach, First 
(John 10) 

A Palestinian shepherd vowed that 
wolves, bears or robbers would enter 
his sheepfold ‘‘over his dead body,” 
and he literally 
meant exactly that 
Hillside sheepfolds 
in Palestine’ were 


“fee just spaces en- 

— closed by a wall of 

\ + sod stones The 

Py shepherd guarded 

a ® his flock by sitting 

hod down or lying ac- 
Duncan 


ross the entrance, 
so that nothing could get past without 
his knowledge. In a literal sense, the 
shepherd was the door or gate of the 
sheepfold. Jesus used this illustration 
to picture Himself as the door to salva- 
tion or safety, because it is through 
Him that all men have access to God. 

Jesus used this allegory about sheep 
and shepherds to tell the Pharisees 
they wer€ false leaders of the people, 
but there is something being said to 
today’s Christian as well. The use of 
the term “‘good shepherd” implies that 
believers can rely upon Him to care for 
them. The: contrast is between the 
shepherd the hireling. By way of 
emphasizing His trustworthiness, 
Jesus contrasted Himself with some 
one utterly unworthy of trust or confi- 


dence. The hireling works only for 
wages. When he sees the danger. he 
feels the threat. The proof of the un- 
worthiness of the hireling is seen when 
the wolf comes and he runs away. 
“The wolf catcheth them, and scat- 
tereth the sheep." 

The people can rely upon Jesus to 
take care of them. The basis of confi- 
dence is in the statement that He 
“giveth his life for the sheep.’’ He puts 
Himself into the situation of the sheep 
(sinner ) and lets it hurt Him in order to 
save the sheep. 

“I Am The Door” 

‘‘By me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved and shall go in and out and 
find pasture.”’ Not only is He the door 
of safety but He is also the door of 
plenty. David said, ‘‘the Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want."’ Christ is 
the door to happiness. No one ever at- 
tained happiness by seeking it. Happi- 
ness comes from complete trust in the 
Lord and full surrender to His will and 
plan. Jesus is the door to usefulness 

To say that Jesus is the Son of God is 
a profound statement. This means not 
only that He has come from God, but 
that He was sent by God. It is to say 
that Jesus is the door through which 
you can come to receive the blessing of 


The Good Shepherd 
Sheep are called dumb animals be- 


BMC Singers Working To Go To Rome 


The Singers of Biue Mountain College are at work trying to raise $17,500 to finance 
a trip this Easter to the International Choral Festival in Rome. The populaf singing 
Group at BMC has already held numerous rummage sales and coffee houses with a 
fosking chair “roc-a-thon” in prospect during Janaury. The group is also available 
for concerts and more information about the project may be obtained by contacting 


. the group's director, Mrs. Nancy Robertson, at Blue Mountain 


cause they seem to have no care for 
themselves. They need someone to 
carry them to food and water. They 
have no sense of self-defense. The Lord 
provides for them. Therefore they are 
very trusting and dependent. 

The picture of the shepherd is that of 
a person who is on constant vigilance, 
one of fearless courage and full of pa- 
tient love for his flock. This should re- 
mind us of the love that God has for His 
people 

It is strictly true that the sheep know 
and understand the shepherd's voice 
and they will never answer to the voice 
of a stranger. Someone has said that 
the shepherd is always talking with his 
sheep. Sometimes the shepherd sings 
in a loud-song voice. A professor once 
told me of seeing two shepherds mix 
their flocks at a watering hole. When 
the time to leave came, the shepherd 
simply called out and all his sheep fol- 
lowed him without any confusion. 

Jesus stressed the fact that His 
sheep know His voice and follow Him. 
They obey Him. He knows them by 
name and cares for them. But those 
who are not of His flock cannot expect 
this gracious provision, this lovi 
care, this companionship with Him. It 
is a wonderful blessing to belong to the 
Lord. 

Jesus went on with glorious words 
concerning the sheep whom He loves 
and for whom He cares: “‘And I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any man 
pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than 
all and no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father's hand. I and my Father 
are one”’ (John 10:28-30) 

The controversy continued. The 
Jewish rulers became outraged. Jesus 
was linking Himself with God the 
Father in this way, ‘I and my Father 
are one.” Their reaction was natural. 
When a person is wrong and can 
win in an argument, he is inclined 
become violent. ‘‘The Jews took 
stones,again to stone Him."’ When if- 
sinuation and accusation failed to sué 
ceed in discrediting the testimony of 
Jesus, they restored to violence 

“But many believed on Him'" The 
controversy about the authority of 
Jesus ended in a note of victory. Jest 
escaped out of the hand of the rulers. i 
another area of the country there was 
open response. Jesus wanted to be 
shepherd to all people but cul 
because they would not enter the 
and find pasture. 


Conference Set. 


For Glorieta 


GLORIETA, N. M. — The wintry, 
mountainous terrain of Glorieta Bap- 
tist Conference Center will provide the 
setting for a specialized Couples Con- 
ee on Youth Ministry here Feb. 

Sponsored by the Southern Baptist 
Sunday School Board, the five-day 
conference will focus on two basic 
themes, “Improving Leadership Skills 
in Youth Ministry,” and ‘‘Strengthen- 
ing Personal Relationships in Mar- 
riage.” 

Taylor, Baptist Sunday School 

, and his wife, Beth, will serve as 
directors of the conference and will 
lead the portion of the retreat dealing 
with youth ministry. 

To register for the conference, a $45 
deposit should be sent to Bob R. 
Taylor, Sunday School Board, 127 
Ninth Ave., North, Nashville, Tenn. 
37234. Total cost for the conference is 
$185 for each couple. 


Russell Honors 
Senior Citizens 


Russell Church recently honored the 
senior citizens at the Sunday morning 
worship hour. A section of the 
sanctuary was reserved, and the older 
adults were escorted in by the youth 
boys. 

Ronnie Massey, Sunday School di- 
rector, along with the pastor, Charles 
Griffith, gave remarks of praise for 
the service the senior adults have 
rendered the church. 

Fredna Brandon was recognized for 
her long term as Sunday School sec- 
retary and was presented a Bible. 

Dudley Sumrall gave the life history 
of Maude Reid and presented a gift 
from her class of senior adult ladies, in 
appreciation of her 51 years as 
teacher. This class has been named 
“The Maude Reid €lass.”’ 

Ruth Price was presented an en- 
graved necklace in recognition of her 
47 years service as church treasurer. 

Raymond Massey, chairman of 
deacons, presented Gordia Harper, 
oldest deacon, a gift for his long ser- 
vice. 

Jamie Sims was given an engraved 
plaque by the Youth Boys’ Sunday 
School Class, which he teaches. Tes- 
timonies of how the Lord has led in 
their lives were given by Helen Sims 
and Albert Roberts. 

A note burning ceremony was held 
the same day, closing the indebtedness 
on the pastorium and church building, 
except the educational building. 


Devotional 
Casting Bread 
Upon The Waters 


By Benton Preston, Pastor, Midway, Jackson s 
Cast thy bread upon the waters: for thou shalt find it after many days (Ecclesiastes 
11:1). 


“Laying up treasure in heaven” is a solid substantial phrase but casting bread 
upon the waters sounds like poor business. What could be more uncertain, 
haphazard and reckless than casting bread upon a moving stream? But this is 
where a secret lies concealed. The Spirit of God used just such 
a phrase because investing time and thought and talent and 
money has always seemed folly to the world. But listen, it will 
always be true that after stocks and bonds have failed and 
money is worthless, earth’s real millionaires will be those whc 
" have invested in spiritual things. 

In the eyes of men, deeds of love and kindness may seem 2 
reckless waste and the hope of any blessing from them a vain 
presumption, but deeds done in the name of Christ can never 
be lost. Men may not notice or care but God does and I believe 
they bring His smile of approval upon our lives. Is that not 


‘Preston 
reward enough? Jesus said, ‘For whosoever shall give you a cup of cold water to 
drink in my name ... . he shall not lose his reward.”’ (Mark 9:41). God has 
ordered a blessed provision for His own that lets no cu p of cold water given in the 
name of Christ, lose its reward. ? 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters,” They know of the blessing it brings. 

Seems a foolish thing to do. _ : 

Sheer folly it seems to me, Bread cast upon the waters, 

To think it would come back to you. Bread of sacrifice and love, 

It defies good business. . . Deeds done for Christ and men 

Bread swept by churning tide, Bring blessings from above. 

To think it would return Bread of life shared with men, 

Even multiplied. Bread of compassion and concern, 
* - Bread flung out upon life's waters, 

God works in mysterious ways, * The believer knows, will return. 

His wonders to perform. 

Worldly men may not believe. . . 

May even scorn. 

But those with believing faith 

Who invest in spiritual things 

Do not doubt. 


“Cast thy bread-upon the waters.” 

Rich dividends its pays. 

Do it in the name of Jesus, 

“For thou shalt find it after many days." 


Baptists Send Relief 


To India, Argentina 


RICHMOND (BP) — Southern Bap- 
tists are sending at least $10,000 in dis- 
aster relief funds to help people in the 
section of India hit by a cyclone and 
tidal wave Nov. 19. 

Wire service reports said that about 
16,000 lost their lives and as many as 
one million were left homeless. The 
cyclone — the Indian Ocean equivalent 
to a hurricane — was called the worst 
in a century. A week earlier, a less 
destructive cyclone claimed about 500 
lives in Tamil Nadu state. 

Also authorizzed was $5,000 to begin 
work among victims of the Nov. 23 
eaqrthquake in the northwestern pro- 


vidence of San Juan in Argentina. 
Government reports put the death toll 
at 70. At least one Baptist church was 
damaged by the quake, wh ich also de- 
stroyed several thousand homes. Mis- 
sionaries indicated that further re- 
quests would be made for repair work; 
on the church. j 
“An American journalist in China 


grenous sores of wounded soldiers. ‘I 
wouldn't do that for a million dollars!’ 
the visitor remarked. Without pause in 
her work, the Sister replied, ‘Neither 
would I.’ ’’ Maryknoll, the Field Afar, 
1947 


Gough Earns Certificate 
fin Bible Memory Plan 


Bill Baker, pastor, First Church, Clinton, is pictured presenting te.church member 
Janice Gough a Level of Excellénce certificate from the Bible Searchers Memory 
Plan. The plan has three levels of recognition. 


Level of Achievement involves learning from one to 25 of the weekly memory 
verses in Bible Searchers. 

Level of Advancement involves learning 25 of the weekly verses plus the divisions 
and books of the Bible. 

Level of Excellence involves learning 40 of the weekly memory verses, the divi- 


sions, and the books of the Bible, and four specified Scripture passages. 


The Bible Searchers Memory Plan can 
Searchers Sunday School material. The Bj 


E | used by all churches who use Bible 
e 


Searchers Memory Plan booklets are 


available on the Undated Literature Order Form for 47 cents. 
“The Bible Searchers Memory Plan is worthy of consideration by your church and 
is heartily endorsed by the Sunday Schoo! Department,” states Bryant Cummings,’ 


Gough and Baker 
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director, Sunday School Department, Mississippi Baptist Convention Board. 


Finding Peace With God 


By W. J. Fallis 
Job 29—31; 40—42 


wealth and honor show God’s approv- 
al; Job continues to insist on his inno- 
cence. Instead of comforting, they ac- 
cuse him of sin and pride. Job pleads 
for vindication by God. In‘the third 
round of these speeches, Job seems to 
feel that God has left him; he offers no 
prayer. 

But in chapters 29—31 Job’s mood 
seems to change. He remembers ‘the 
days when God watched over me” 
(RSV), and he longs for the sense of 
God's presence that once lighted his 
path in darkness. Verse 4 is better 
translated: “‘If I could be as in the days 
of my prime, when God protected my 
home’’ (NEB). Verse 5 brims with 
pathos as the bewildered and suffering 
man remembers his children who are 


About twenty years ago a famous 
American poet wrote a play entitled J. 
, B. telling of a businessman who 
much trouble. In 
many ways it was 
modern adaptati 
of the story of Job, 
and it attracted a 
great deal of atten- 
tion. So, the theme 
of a book that must 
be 2,500 years old 
can still speak to 
Fallis men and women 
about great questions of life. Tennyson 
called Job ‘‘the greatest poem of an- 


cient or modern times.’ Recent trans- gone. 
lation have revealed the poetic formof Hearing God's Challenge 
the book and sharpened the pictures- (40:6-9) 


que language to help us understand it 
better and appreciate its beauty and 
feeling. But what is its message? Part 
of it we saw last Sunday, looking at Job 
and his reaction to disaster and pain. 
In this lesson we see him satisfied — 
even without an answer to the question 


In chapter 31 Job sums up his case in 
a list of oaths of innocence which show 
very high moral standards, matching 
the evaluation of Job in 1:1. Then anew 
speaker, a young man named, Elihu, 
takes the stand (chaps. 32—-37), to re- 
veal Job's pride and tebellion and to 


of suffering. argue that God cah use suffering to 
The Lesson Explained accomplish his purpose in the lives 

Recalling Better Times men. Some interpreters feel that Eli 

(29:15) Job’s thinking for the new 


beautiful poem describing God’s 
power in the creation and in sustaining 
the universe. All this in contrast to the 
puny strength and skills of Job. In 
40:4-5 Job quietly admits his unimpor- 
tance. But the Lord continues in verses 
6-9 ‘out of the whirlwind” to challenge 
Job to answer the Lord’s questions. He 
suggests that Job has tried to justify 
himself by putting God in a bad light. 
Does Job think he can take God’s 
place? 

Accepting A New Perspective 
(42:14) 

At last Job answers the Lord in the 
true spirit of the believer. He knows 
that God can do all things— everything 
he wants to do. The question in verse 3 
seems to be Job’s repetition of God’s 
charge ih 38:2; then he admits that he 
talked about things he did not under- 
stand. After hearing the stunning evi- 
dence of God's unique greatness, Job 
realizes that his own vaunted know- 
ledge was based on what others had 
said. Now God has become real 
through Job's personal encounter with 
him. In God's presence he no longer 
demands answers or boasts of his in- 
nocence. God's holiness and re- 
veal Job’s finiteness and sin. Still suf- 
fering and not knowing why, Job 
reaches out in trust to God ashe and 


Most of the book of Job (chaps 
3—28) is made up of speeches by Job 
and his three friends and his responses 
to them. In turn, the friends present 
the popular -belief that disaster and 
suffering come only to sinners while 


insights that came during the speeches 
of the Lord in chapters 38—41 

The first word from the Lord came in 
38-2 out Of a Whirlwind: ‘ is this 
whose ignorant words 
in darkness?” (NEBY- 


repents, “in-dust and ashes.” 
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